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“Y 
Please deliver urgently following personal message from President to ; oe 
I General Gowon. Be 
1. QTE Your Excellency: I have been kept fully informed of the efforts of ~~ 
the International Committee of the Red Cross to make arrangements for the WW 
supply of urgently needed food and other relief supplies to the civilian 
victims of the Nigerian war. We have supported those efforts in the past and . | 
continue to do se now, : | 
QTE. Knowing that you share my. own deep concern over the suffering of 


| those innocent persons, I feel justified in addressing this personal appeal to 


| you to give your urgent agreement to the ICRC proposals for an air mercy 


> 
: on corridor, Hopefully, this can be followed by rapid agreement on a land corridor, 
y  B , 
S 
; o QTE, Your Excellency, the conscience of the world has been deeply moved 
be | 
an by reports of starvation in Nigeria, and tons of food are already in position 


near the most needy areas, The world will not easily understand any failure on’ 


: ee 


the part of those most concerned to agree to effective, international, 


humanitarian arrangements to alleviate this suffering, I therefore most 
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L 
earnestly urge you to make it possible for relief supplies to move rapidly into | 
\ oe 
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the hands of the needy by facilitating the establishment of this relief corridor on 


an urgent basis. 
Qte. I trust that I need hardly add, Your Excellency, that in sending you this 
message I am motivated solely by compelling humanitarian concerns. 


Sincerely yours, 
LBJ 
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2. FOR LONDON: Inform appropriate HMG officials of above message and 


urge that UK make parallel demarche. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE Wa ; vey 
Attention LIYhG.. LU bets 


Washington, D.C. 20520 Keep this study together, 
August 15,.1968 


| 
COPWES TO: MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW o 
S/S:RF THE WHITE HOUSE —~ 5 CoC, 
This document raleased to \ 
ree public per Ae 
wacseee Subject: Telegram to the Pres 


from Mr. Tex McCrary QInITS 


In response to Mr. Smith's request of August 10 


2 
the Department has replied to Mr. Tex McCrary's telegram 
to the President of August 9. 


The Department's response to an earlier message 
from Mr. McCrary was forwarded with our memorandum 
number 10957 of August 10. 


SU 
Copies of Mr. McCrary's telegram and the an as 
eevencuee s reply are enclosed. ; 
Ls 
I ng 
enjamin H. Read —& 
Executive Secretary mats 
~~ 
S 
Enclosures: NS 
ey, _-1. Reply to Mr. McCrary { 
Wea 5 2. Telegram from Mr. McCrary > 
() a dated August 10. ae 
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August 15, 1968 


Dear Mr. McCrary: 7 


The President has asked that I reply to your further 


telegram of August 9 which crossed with my earlier letter 
of the same date. — | | : 

As you will note from Ben Welles' article in this 
morning's New York Times, we are hopeful of an early 
breakthrough in the deadlock to move relief supplies 
to both sides in the Nigerian civil war through the 
agreement of both the parties. This hope on our part 
must be qualified, but, for all the reasons I mentioned 
in my earlier letter, we perceive great difficulties in 
any effective relief operation which does not have the 


_ cooperation of the parties concerned. | 


Ee Please know how much we appreciate your continuing 
interest in this tragic problem. 


Sincerely yours, 


Joseph Palmer nd 7 


My. Tex MeCrary, 


161 East 61st Street, 
. + New York, New York 10021. 
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THE PRESIDENT i ee — ig 
THE WHITE HOUSE | 

UNFORTUNATELY THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION PUSHED YOUR INSPIRED 

CABLE TO-ENPEROR HAILE SELASSIE BACK ONTO PAGE SEVEN OF THE 

“NEW YORK TIMES STOP AND EVEN THERE THE AUSTIN DATELINE WAS 

BURIED BENEATH THE STORY OF CONTINUING STALEWATE IN ADDIS ABABA 

STOP THE BLUNT LANGUAGE OF YOUR GABLE ECHOED THE OUTRAGE OF “EVERY ee 

AMERICAN WHEN YOU SAID QUOTE WE STAND READY TO WOUNT A MAJOR 


“ROLIEF EXPORT BUT THAT RELIEF EPPORT HAS BEEN FRUSTRATED too 
(LONG STOP SOMEBODY IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HUST HAVE READ TRE 
AHOLE OF YOUR CADLE BECAUSE THERE IS A FULL PAGE AD IN THE 
‘TIMES THIS MOF WING REPRESENTING TWENTY ONE JEVISH AGENCIES 

UNO NOW JOIN WITH THE CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES IN AN APPEAL 

FOR FUNDS AND FOOD AND MEDICINE FOR THE CHILDREN OF BIAFRA 

|AS THE DEATH RATE THIS WEEK REACHES 40,000 STOP CERTAINLY You 
(NAVE TOUCHED: AND TRIGGERED AN OUTPOURING OF TRADITIONAL AMERICAN a8 
IGEKE EROSITY STOP BUT THE PROBLEM OF LOGISTICS REMAINS eoagED : 4 
DOWN IN THE OILY APATKY OF BRITISH DIPLOMACY SCHOOLED IN oe ee 
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i 
| ROCKEFELLER AND (RS NCCARTRY AND MRS HUNPHREY AND MRS KENNEDY 
AND MRS KING TO ORGANIZE INMEDIATELY A CONNITTEE OF AMERICAN 
| WOMEN TO HARSHALL THE REART POWES OF THIS NATION TO RAISE THE 
MONEY “TO NATCH THE NEED OF BIAFRA WITHOUT ANY HELP FROW THE 


| US GOVERNKENT STOP. AND COULDNT YOU CALL ON HENRY FORD WHO MOVED 


ML LTANALEE OLCHSICe CSoPace, B OG, 
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| IN THE EWERGENCY OF HUNGARIAN RELIEF TQ MARSHALL THE COLLECTION 


| WACKINERY STOP AND THEN GALL ON THE AIRLINES OF ANERICA To : 
| NOUNT AN AIRLIFT OF EMPTY PLANES FOR AIR EVACUATION STOP THAT i 
“ACTION WOULD IN ITSELF PERHAPS BE DECISIVE IN FORCING. 9. | i 
A REASONABLE ATTITUDE IN NIGERIA STOP THE WHOLE STORY OF BIAFRA | 
a TAF | 
AND THE STRIKING SINILARITIES BETWEEN THE IBO TRIBESMEN AND 

“JHE IRISH AND THE JEWS IN THE RAGES AND KISTORY OF MANKIND , 
“MAS BEEN TOO LONG OBSCURED BUT THE INSTINCTS OF AMERICANS HAS : 


GUT THROUGH THE FOG AND SEEKS NOW ONLY A WAY IMMEDIATELY To 
SAVE THE LIVES OF CHILDREN STOP I FEEL FREE ONCE MORE TO URGE 


“ 
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| SERTOUS CONSIDERATION OF THIS PROPOSAL BECAUSE THE IDEA IS 
: NOT: NY OWN STOP IT CONES. FROM FRED THROWER READ OF THE NEW 
: YORK DAILY NEWS TV STATION WPIX STOP WE ARE CONVINCED THAT 
| EVERY TV STATION INCLUDING YOUR OWN AND EVERY NEWSPAPER WOULD |. 
| LEAP TO SUPPORT YOUR LEADERSHIP IN A VOLUNTARY EFFORT WHICH 
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Gain 

| “Jt 
| | 
: “ACCEPTANCE OF STARVATION AS rN WEAPON AGAINST: REBELLION AND THE i 
| 

PATRICIAN PATRONS OF RELIEF MACHINERY IN GENEVA STOP THE VIRTUE OF 3 
i THE PROPOSAL TO MOUNT AN AMERICAN AIRLIFT OF Eupty PLANES ¢ 
ls REPEAT EMPTY PLANES TO EVACUATE THE BIOFRAN CHILDREN AND PREGNANT : 
| MOTRERS TO KOSPITAL CAMPS IN FRIENDLY NE FGHBORING STATES AND Be 
{ : B 
EVEN In THE AMERICAN CORPORATE COLONIES OF: LIBERIA tS THAT — al 
! ONCE STARTED TRE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT COULD NOT KEEP THEIR BORDERS CLOSED | : 
“ i 


TO A MASSIVE AIRLIFT INTO THE BIAFRAN AREAS STOP PRESIDENT TRUMAN 
DEFIED MOSCOW TO FEED THE PEOPLE OF BERLIN WITH SUCH AN AIRLIFT. 
STOP NIGERIA HAS ONLY 19 MIGS AND THEY ARZ FLOWN BY EGYPTIAN | 


OO Ls 


' PILOTS HENCE THERE COULD BS NO REAL RISK AND CERTAINLY WORLD 


_ OPINION WOULD QUICKY NATCH THE SPIRIT OF AN ANERICAN AIRLIFT — 2 
"STOP THE PRESENT PITIFUL TRICKLES OF RELIEF ARE CHARACTERIZED BY THE | ae 


GREEK FLAG SHIP THAT BEGINS LOADING HOUSTON TODAY 5,000 TONS OF SOYA ae 
"— GORN WILK MIX FOR A 30 DAY TRIP TO BIAFRA STOP CERTAINLY YOU CAN ze f 
| MEASURE BETTER TRAN VE CAN THE INTENSITY OF AMERICAN FEELING — | 
| IN THIS TRAGIC IMPASSE STOP STATE DEPARTWENT TOLD ONE OF THE 
| JEWISH REPRESENTATIVES THAT THE MAIL COUNT ON BIAFRA IS GREATER 
“THAN VIETNAM STOP ISNT IT POSSIBLE FOR YOUR FIRST LADY, To ae Lon 


CALL ON MR EISENHOWER AND MRS TRUWAN AND BRS NIXON AND MRS pe Se 
Drei ee ene dae Ee a ee Ls 
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| WOULD SWEEP THE COUNTRY STOP YOU CAN LIFT THE EFFORT ABOVE 
| POLITICS AND ABOVE THE DELAYS OF DIPLOWACY STOP IT Is GOOD TO. 
READ THAT YOU HAVE PASSED YOUR NEDICALS WITH A GRADE A BECAUSE WE te 
NEED YOUR ENERGY IN THIS AND SO MANY OTHER CHALLENGES IN THE NONTHS 
IWNEDIATELY ANEAD STAY WELL | 
TEX NCCRARY. 
| : 
{ 3 
i how 
e 
i 3 MO Cos 
| _ x ; ' e 
} ; 
H a i - = 
| ; 2 
. ; ma ry Sib Tyyt- : a. , 
| oo ee ee Soe FOILS ei perky a “, : 
| : Se as Th Te OT thas Pree ale is 4 cakes 
| . oo. Oa aS ie 7 . < as ey ‘ f 
| so . f 
| oe : . 
| v aie 
- ; 
a é ; é : 


meV ACN tre 8 se nn eevee 


hat aren DF art ato ten RET ITPA hee Nab 


; ‘ DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Poe ae EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
eee ~ ACTION SLIP 4 1 6 y 


a WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL Logdt 5 
a AILS 


‘TO AF - Mr. Heubeck DATE 8/12/68 


SUBJECT Te] to the President fm Tex McCrary dtd 8/9 re Biafran children, 


co ap 


«cox tae tgo WALA BERD PGA cara SDN Reema 


ros 


XXX ‘XX _ Prepare a Read to Rostow 
emo..enclosing on, containing: 
Draft reply for President's 

Signature. 
Draft reply for signature by 


NOTES 


1. White House referrals must be 
answered within 48 hours unless 
otherwise noted. If deadline 
cannot be met, inform S/S 
immediately at extension given 
below. 


Memo for use as Enclosure 20 0 reply 
lc a sia 


2. Direct replies to White House mail 
must be signed at the Assistant or 
Acting Assistant Secretary Level. 


Furnish information copy under 
cover of a Read to 
memo. 
Comeback copy required for S/S. 


3. Unless otherwise noted, direct 
replies ? depending upon the addressee 
of the incoming letter, must begin: 
"The President has asked me to Bite 
reply” or "Mr. has asked a 


Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling; 
Furnish information copy of 
reply, if any, under cover of 
8 REGAM Onrccresianens memo. 


4, Basie correspondence should be 4 
returned when draft reply, 


ree to White House request of 


8/10 - —_ Smith . 


copy for the White House is r 
requested. oe 


Copy of previous attached 


Ayyrs-30 LNB Luvd3é 


COPIES TO: 


gifs we Zypoy 


P - Mr. Coates (w/att) 


Secretariat Staff 
Ext. 


memorandum or comment or comeback ~! ff : 
f 


Dear Reverend Riley: 


PBB 15 8 


Reverend Edward H. Riley, O. P. 
Saint Anthony of Padua Church | 
4640 Canal Street 

New Orleans, Leuisiana 70119 


This: aecui nt.re eased to 


| public*per \\ {8 lwp ald 


President Jounsod has asked that I reply to your letter of July 17 


“regarding the situation An eee 


We have received your coitribution fer the assistance of victims of 
the Nigerian civil war... Your generosity and interest in this in- 

portant humanitarian cause are deeply appreciated. I regret, how~' 
ever, that the Department of State cannot accept private donations 


for this purpose. The International Committee of the Red Cross has 


been in the forefront of the effort to provide relief for this. tragic 
situation. I would suggest that you direct your contribution to the 
local branch of the Red Cross in your area for use in the assistance 
program in Nigeria and Blafra. 


President Johnson underscored United States awareness of the desperate 
need for food and other relief supplies in the war area of. Nigeria when 
he stated on July 11 that “the American people have watched with grow~ 


“ing grief and horror the terrible loss of life and suffering in Nigeria.” 


The United States Government has eontributed $5.3 million worth. of food 


_ and money to Nigerian relief,. Including nearly 11,000 tons of food. More | 


than one-third of this foed is in the war area and the bulk of the rest 
will arrive’ before the end of . September. We have provided the Interna- 


tional Committee of the Red Gross (ICRC) with a reserve fund of $1 million . 


for, that. bedy to draw on in chartering airplanes and ships, purchasing or 


. leasing vehicles, or otherwise ftoaneing the distribution of the relief 
Supplies: to. the areds of need. 


“In addition to - United States goveranent aid, private woluntary’ Sesauizarious : 
“in Anerica have donated more than $2 million from their own resources and - 
cat Peropesn: governments: have given my miilions of cera worth of. Deeps: grt es 
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The United States Government. and most other. donors are agreed that the 


distribution to both Nigeria and Biafra, - ‘The ICRC has mounted a major 
relief effort with which we, along with many other governments and a 


‘gmount of relief supplies. ‘directly into Biafra by air. The ICRC believes — 


via land routes across Federal lines. Recently in talks in Niger under 


time airlift. Both sides agreed to resume their dascuneiGhs on peace and 


» Cheek. 


" P/PS/PCD:1HRushfield:gaf S/S #10371 8/8/68 


Bay a 


International Red Cross, with its reputation as an impartial and. non- 
political body, is in the best position to arrange and coordinate relief 


‘large number of voluntary agencies, are cooperating fully, The ICRC. 
has so. far been able to coordinate relief distribution in both Nigeria 
and Biafra without any implications which might cause either goverment 
to interfere with or restrict the relief operations, The ICRC has re~ < 
ceived the strong endorsement of UN Secretary General U Thant and the sgh Te vie ee 
Organization of African Unity (OAD) . 7 kh a ee ae Oa 


The central problen obstructing ‘an adequate relief progran ke. political 
disagreement over the means of conveying the supplies inte rebel territory. 
Over the past few months donors, including the ICRC, have brought a small 
that the only practical way to furnish the massive tonnages required is 


the auspices of the OAU, delegations from both sides reached tentative 
agreement on the details of an overland relief corridor but not on a day- 


relief in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on August Sa 


The Red Cross and the OAU in the mesntine.. have been working areeatiy with 
both sides toe find a means of breaking the deadlock. On July 30 Secretary 
Rusk urged those responsible on both sides of the conflict to permit the 
international relief effort to go forward without delay.. We shall con- 
tinue to do everything possible te support the efferts of the responsible 
antemattonal, cree te eres the | detivery ef relief supplies. 


“Sincerely, 


R. G. Cleveland, Director 
Office of Public Services | 
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MONEY ATTACHED 


oe é Saint Anthony of Padua Church . 
4640 Canal. Street . 


Phone 488-2651 | a 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70119 PE 10371 


July 17,1968 


The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 


Mr, President; 
I am writing with regard to the starving people of Biafra, I would like to . i 
encourage you to do all that you can to help them, ie 


I realize that it is very difficult to get food to the people, but difficult or je 
not, I think that we should send food, provide transportation for the food ‘ = 
already waiting to be transported, and provide the necessary protection for j 
those bringing the food so that the cargo planes would be defended by fighter zs 
planes, cts 


If we fly food in, it will cause strong anti-American feeling among the 

federalist Nigerians, and possibly will endanger my life, since I am going 
to teach at the seminary in Ibadan, Nigeria in September, but I don't think i 
we can wait for permission from the Nigerian federal government; nor can 
we wait until the Biafran government is persuaded to accept food coming by é 
land; nor can we wait for the U.N. to act. The people need food right now, 
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Bringing food would not constitute a recognition of the independence of Biafra. “4 
It would merely be an attempt to help a starving people, many of whom are ¥ 
non-combatants who certainly have a right to food, 


We should take immediate steps to do all that we can to supply food, Whether 
the federalists approve or not, does not really matter, It's the right thing 


abet aes Tye tun depp 


L to do, 
2 Enclosed is a check for $100, 00 for Biafran reliéf, The priests at St. 

Anthony's were going to throw a going-away party for me, but I asked them 

s to give me the money for the people of Biafra instead, (They gave me both 


the party and money, ) 


I'm sure that trying to decide what to do is an agonizing experience for you, is 
I remembered you at Mass this morning, and I'll continue to keep you in my ee 


Masses and prayers, I hope that God will continue to give you the grace to - . ) 
fulfill the tremendous responsibility of leadership which is yours not only in ( p 
the Biafran situation, but also with regard to Vietnam, Civil Rights, and the i ee 


many other difficult problems which daily confront you, 


eon 34 yours in ee) Pu 
(Rev.) Edward H.- Riley, O. P. 
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enclosing check for Biafran relief for the sum of $100.00 
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Draft: reply for: 
President's signature. 
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Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
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X Letter: ‘Tele n; Other: : 
To: The President - / 
: From: Rev Edward H, Riley, O.P.; Saint Anthony of Padua Church, 4640 Canal St. 
: ‘Date: 7/17/68 New Orleans, La. . 
Bobet - Urging President do all he can to help starving people of Bidfra. Encloses oe 
$1 00 check for Biafran: relief. (No, 6025 to order President L.B. Johnson, for. $100. 


on Natl Bank of Commerce, NewOrleans, sed. R.M, Hovald, dtd TI 18/68): 


- ‘By di ‘direction of the Pidcideuts 


f il ee Date | it fe 


Most Reverend Sir: 


Thank you for your letter of July 29 introducing the 


_xepresentatives of the Washington, D. C,. Committee of Returned 


Volunteers. I. met with them for some time on the afternoon | 


Of July 29 and hada very frank and useful exchange of views 


on the ways and means of all leviating kevcn suffering of the 
innocent victims of the civil war in Nigeria. 


We in the Department deeply share. the concern of these 
young volunteers and their sense of conscience and humanitarian 


responsibilities which are involved. I informed. them of the. 


details of the U.S. contribution thus far and assured them. 
of our, determination to lend the relief effort of the Inter~ 
national Cormittee of the Red Cross every. possible Bupport, 
At the same time, I also explainad to tham some cf the very 
real factors of geography, psychology, emotion and other 
eepreasreSwaten affect the war and the ICRC affort. 


An urgent. need Eor . relief supplies. exlete: on both. sides. 
The. ICRC therefore needs the understanding and, cooperation 
of both parties if it is to. playitsdinpartial humanitarian | 
role on both sides of the conflict, The United States had, 


_ therefore, placed its emphasis on support of the ICRC, and. 


on the provision of large amounts of funds, foodstuffs and 


supplies to humanitarian. eyenesee: ane effort will continue, 


and on an urgent basis. 


TERE mercy flights - cna: the area: ‘controled by | the Biafran > 


“ . £egime have been. resumed, and you may be assured that we shall ie es: 
continue to Press | for. a means: 08 veuppdl ting the flow of massive. 


me Most - Reverand. 


Joseph ay “Bernardin, 
General Secretary, va be 2 
United States Catholic Conghrence ee 
1312. Massachusetts AVveNUG ; Ne eta 
 Nashington 2D. c. 20005. ce 
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amounts of relief assistance to the needy. Since you may 
“not have seen the full text, I am ‘also enclosing a copy of 
the president’ s August a, message to eieere Haile Selassie. 


hoy 


Sincerely yours’, 


Joseph Palmer. 2nd 
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UNITED STATES - 


CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 
¢ 
—_—A1 1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. * WASHINGTON, O.C. 20005 


Mosr Rev. Joun F. Dearven, D.D., AncusrsHop oF Derrorr 
Chairman, Administrative Board 


Most REv. JosEPH L. BERNARDIN, D.D. 
General Secretary ; 


Ricut Rev. Mser. Francis T. HurRLEY July 29, 1968 


Associate General Secretary 


Rev. Epwin NEI11, S.T.L., J.C.D. 


Assistant General Secretary 


Dear Secretary Palmer: 


Tt has come to my attention that a group of medical 
volunteers for Biafra and Peace Corps returnees from Biafra 
are in Washington today to express their deep concern to both 
the President and the Congress about the horrors of civil war 
now being waged in Nigeria-Biafra. While I as General Sec- 
retary of the Bishops' Conference do not feel authorized to 
endorse officially such a group, I personally support most 
heartily their efforts to secure aid in the form of food and 
medicine for the thousands of innocent people suffering in 
4 Biafra, 


Anything you can do, Mr. Secretary, to heed their 
plea and help bring about effective action in aiding those who 
are starving in Biafra would be most appreciated. 


With kind personal regards, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 


ost Rev. : 


ry —aNyng vie PA 


Joseph L. Bernardin 
General Secretary ae 
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The Honorable Joseph Palmer [: 
Assistant Secretary of State ae 
for African Affairs r 
State Department 
Washington, D.C. S 


ARA Date _| 


Dear, Congressman MacGregor: 


Honorable Clark MacGregor 
House of. Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Secretary Rusk has asked me to reply to your inquiry dated July 22 
regarding Rabbi Herbert S. Rutman's intereat in the situation in 

Nigerla. 
Bais stad 


As President Johnson atated on July 11, "the American people have watchad 
with growing grief and horror the terrible loss of life and suffering in 


Nigeria.” The United States Government has contributed $5.3 million | 

worth of food and money to Nigerian relief, including nearly 11,000 tons 

of food. More than one-third of this feed is in the war area and the 

bulk of the rest will arrive hefcre the end of September. We have pro- 

vided the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) with a reserve ea HET 4 
fund ef $1 million to draw on in chartering airplanes and ships, purchasing cS 
or leasing vehicles, or otherwise financing the distribution of the relief cesar On | 


supplies to the area of need. 


In addition te United States government. aid, private voluntary organizations _ =» 
in America have donated more than $2 million from their own resources and 
European governments have given many millions of dollars worth ef help. 


The United States Government and most. ether denors are agreed that. the 
International Red Cross, with its reputation as an impartial and uen- 
political body, is in the best position te arrange and coordinate relief 
distribution to bath Nigeria and Biafra. The ICRC has mounted a major — 
relief effort with which we and many other governments are cooperating - 
fully. The ICRC has so far been able to coordinate relief distribution 
in both Nigeria aad Biafra without any implications which night cause 
. -@ither. government to interfere with or restrict. the relief operations. — 
_ The ICRC has received the strong endorsement of UN. Secretary u Thant and 
‘the Organization of African Unity in this work. 


the contrat ‘problen obstructing an adequate . relief program. as been poli- 
_ tical disagreement over the means of conveying the supplies irito. Biafra. 
“ Over the past few months donors, including the International, Red. Cross, 
“have neonEne a omalt amount of relief Sepp Aes directly, into. ‘Biafra. 
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The International Committee of the Red Cross believes that an overland 
route into the affected. area is the only way to move the large tonnares 
ef food required by the population. In the past two weeks, it appears 
that the Niserians and Biafraas have woved closer to an agreement on _ 

' the probleme of distribution, but beth sides are afraid that the relief 
operations may sonehow affect the settlement of the war. Since outside 
assistance cannot be provided without the agreement of the euthorities 

on the spot, and many lives might be lost if this authority were to be 
bee flouted, it is essential that a mutually satisfactory agreement be reached 


“saon. 


On August 5, delegations from beth sider resured negotiations in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, under the chairmanship of Enyeror Hatle Selassie. The 
talke concern both the relief issue and the wore general problem of end- 
ing the war. In a measage to the Emperor on Auguat 5, President Johnson 
called for a speedy solution to the relief impasse. Re stated that "we 
in the United States remain ready to continue in every pessible way to 
help in the humanitarian task of providing and moving supplies to the 
people who need them so desperately." 


I hope the foregoing information will he helpful. to S960 in replying to 
Rabbi Rutman. 


Sincerely yours, Dp 
John P. White | 


Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 
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P/PCD - Mr. Coates 7/23/68 


suBJECT tr to § fm Clark MacGregor enclosing a copy of letter from 
Rabbi Rutman re starvation among the people of Biafra. 
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*Prompt handling is essential. Return basic correspondence with reply. If. delayed call telephone extension below. 


For appropriate action. 


For direct reply. Comeback copy required 


Macomber 


A response for signature by the 
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July 22, 1968 


The Honorable Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 
Department of State 

E: Washington, D.C. 


Dear Secretary Rusk: 


Enclosed is a copy of a. letter I recently received 
FS, from a constituent, Rabbi. Rutman, regarding starvation among 
the people of Biafra. 


2s I would appreciate learning from you what action, 
if any, the United States is taking to relieve this situation. 


Sincerely, 


Chih Mas laeger 
Clark MacGregor, M.C. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BROMLEY SMITH 
THE WHITE HOUSE 


SUBJECT: Telegram to the President from Mr. Tex McCrary 


In response to your request of August 3, the Department 
has made a direct reply to Mr. McCrary concerning his sug~ 
gestion of a private airlift of Biafran children to the 


U.S. 


A copy of the reply is enclosed. 


Yy ; oO 
tt ey é. ae Pot > ae, 
John P. Walsh 
Acting Executive Secretary ue 
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1. Reply to Mr. McCrary ID 
2. Original Correspondence es 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


August 9, 1968 
Dear Mr. McCrary: 


The President has asked that I reply to your telegram of 
August 3 raising the idea of airlifting starving Biafran children 
to the United States for treatment. 


All of us have been very much concerned and affected by the 
pictures of these pitiful victims of the tragic civil war in Nigeria, 
Your idea is a very interesting one, and we share the humanitarian 
concern which underlies it. Some time ago, a British group kriown 
as the Save the Children Fund proposed a similar operation, by which 
the neediest Biafran children would be selected for airlift to Britain. 
So far as we are aware, however, it has not been able to work out 
practical implementing arrangements. The problem, as we see it, is 
| that the proposal is open to all of the same geographical, logistical 
and emotional difficulties as those now being encountered in airlifting 

food into the area, In short, the problem is the difficulty of deploy- 

ing planes into the war zone under reasonably secure circumstances 

without the agreement of the parties to the conflict, If, as we fer- 

vently hope, current efforts to reach an agreement which would permit 

the introduction of planes (and surface transport) with urgently needed 

food were reached with the parties,medical teams could probably. save 
-more children on the ground than by airlifting them out. The Interna- “Oo 


tional Committee of the Red Cross has approximately 13 teams in the Cc 
war area and plans to have 30 in the area by September. — 
me , . I know that the President appreciates your bringing this idea 


plight of the civilians in this civil war. We shall continue to do 
everything possible to assist the efforts of the International Committee 


to our attention. . The U. S, Government is deeply concerned about the 5 
\ 
as 


of the Red Cross and the voluntary agencies to meet the staggering 


s | 

problem of relief, ik { 
an : 

Mr, Tex McCrary, : os ar a f 
161 East 61st Street, . “a 


New York, New York 10021, . a | 
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For your information, I am enclosing a sheet with details of our 
relief assistance to date together with statements by U. S. officials 
on the Nigerian problem. ‘The most recent statement is President 
Johnson's message to Emperor Haile Selassie upon the opening of the 
peace talks in Ethiopia August 5. 


Sincerely yours, 
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| TON AND CITY. WE BELIEVE THAT EVEN HARLEM AND WATTS WOULD 
| INSTANTLY CONTRIBUTE THEIR SHARE OF THE SUPPORT FOR REFUGEE: 
| BIAFRAN CHILDREN. THIS SHOULD NOT BE A GOVERNMENT EFFORT BUT 


YE RECOGNIZE THAT THERZ SHOULD NOT BE EVEN ANY FURTHER, DISCUSSION 
Of THIS PROPOSAL IF IT GOES AGAINST YOUR owN VIEWS. Wi DO NOT 
WANT TO EX3ARAS3 YOU NOR DO We WANT TO AROUSE EMPTY HOPES 

IN THESE NERVOUS TIMES. BUT IF THIS CONCEPT OF AMERICAN MERCY 
STRIRES A RESPONSIVE CHORD WITH YOUR ALWAYS RESPONSIVE STAFF 

JUST LET NZ KNOW AND WE CAN MEET WITH ANYBODY YOU DESIGNATE 
ANYTIME ANY PLACE TO EXPLORE FEASIBILITY AND HENCE TO MININIZE 


THE CHANCE OF FAILURE. STAY WELL VERY SINCERELY 


Be a oa 


FORM O205 PNINTLO UY THE STARVAND REGISITN CONPAKY, U.S, A. 


FORM Of03  PRINTLD OY THE STAHUAKD REGISTER COMPANY, U.S. A, 


in Biafra 


. <7 re - 
Tg ales Dates, 
ae Dae 


? Prepare a Read to 

ey ~ memo enclosing or containing: ac 

jr ‘Draft “rephy=forepresTqene ts 
Signature. — 

Draft reply for signature by 


Memo for use as enclosure to reply 
by White House. 
Comment or recommendation. 


eI ICTT T= rie een 


XXX Direct reply: re a 


XXX Furnish information copy unde? 


cover of a Read to Rostow 


Comeback copy required for s/s. 


Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling: 
Furnish information copy of 
reply, if any, under cover of 
a Read to memo, 


AYERS Ee HSER AS ana, 
XXX Refer to White 


House requést*o, 


Mr, Bromley Smith, 8/3 > 


prcrecentiaan henson, SAREE ERE: 
Pr Nishant ene — 


Xxx Due in S/s py AUGUST 6, [968~aR 


REMARKS 


COPIES TO: 
P= Mr. Coates (w/att) 


im DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
|. ar EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

eee ae ACTION SLIP 
a WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL 


m 20 AF = Mr. Heubeck DATE August 5, 1968 


! 
{ 
| : 2 eT. to the President from Tex McCrary, 8/2, re the current situation 


CONTRO HO, ‘ 
Vigne 
1 


0957 


NOTES 


1. White House referrals must be 
answered within 48 hours unless 
otherwise noted. If deadline 
cannot be met, inform S/S 
immediately at extension given 
below. natty 


must be signed at the Assistant or oe 
Acting Assistant Secretary level. / lees 


}3- Unless otherwise noted, direct 


replies, depending upon the addressee 
of the incoming letter, must begin: 
"The President has asked me to 
reply" or "Mr. has asked 
me to reply! 


4, Basic correspondence should be 
returned when draft reply, 
memorandum or comment or comeback 
copy for the White House is 
requested. 
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August 8, 1968 


This docune released to 
public aN B shunt AE 


Thank you for your letter of July 25. I want 


Dear Mrs. Carter: 


-you to know that I share your concern for the victims 


of the conflict in Nigeria, The United States Govern= 
ment has participated actively in the relief effort 
coordinated by the International Committee of the 

Red Cross. We have thus far contributed $5.3 million 


' in cash and commodities for the needy on both sides, 


Microfilmed for 


Ly Library 


The two sides resumed peace negotiations in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia on August 5 under the chairmanship of 
Emperor Haile Selassie. In a message to the Emperor, 
President Johnson on August 4 called for speedy agree- 
ment "to ensure that innocent civilians are no longer 
made the victims of war.'' We sincerely hope that a. 
solution will be reached which will bring peace to 
Nigeria and end the suffering of its people. 


Sincerely, 
Bur Rarte 


Dean Rusk 


Mrs. Betty C. Carter, 


7036 Eastern Avenue, N.W. #11— | 
Washington, D.C. ete ee cate 
Clearance: Af ¢ Amb. Moore. bi ; a ee 
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Washington, D.C. 20520 
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Wy? TO : The Secretary August 6, 1968 


THROUGH: S/S yea 


FROM : AF - Joseph Palmer 2n) 


SUBJECT: Reply to Mrs. James Carter - ACTION MEMORANDUM 
AO? HI SSMENES MEY TES IT TAS 
DISCUSS TION 
In response to the request of S/S, we have prepared, a 
suggested reply to, Mrs. James Carter! s, July 25 etter to you 


PPE AP EAN a AEE Til p OOH BE LOND OY ey 


requesting phat the US Government ¢ ‘do "what it can ‘to. assist 
the peoples. in the war, area. 

rer own ty 

RECOMMENDATION 


That you sign the attached reply to Mrs. Carter. (Tab A) 
See MIT TATA, 
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\Tab A - Letter to Mrs. Carter 
Tab B - Letter from Mrs. Carter 


Pi ee ; 
Nile Ley BY as a 
! BY { 


: sales (y 10816 


7036 Eastern Ave., N. W. #11 
: Washington, D. C. 20012 
July 25, 1968 


The Honorable Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 20025 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


Yesterday evening while eating dinner and watching the 

news I was unable to finish eating upon seeing the faces 

of starving children, babies, men, and women in Biafra. 

I felt nauseated because of having so much when these people 
were in obvious pain and in dire need of food. I cannot 
bear to see anyone in need when I have something to share. 
Though it is not possible for me to go to Biafra at this 
time, I felt the least I could do was write to you and ex- 
press my concern for these people and ask that the U. S. 

and other concerned governments and the United Nattons press 
for a cease fire, 


I am sending a check to che Church World Service today to 


help the starving Biafrans. 


and hope some day to have the pleasure of meeting you. 


eo, 
© 
ao 
oa 
ZS 
( 
/ — 
’ I had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Rusk and your son, Davis / 
/ oo) 
ee 
Very truly yours, a | 
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(Mrs. )Bet 9) C. Carter 


ASSIEIED 
oyfWrrssea Dawe \O £ 


. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ve EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


_ ACTION SLIP 


(To Remain With Correspondence) 


AF - Mr, Heubeck 


CONTROL NO. 


10816 qomcamme 


8/1/68 


subiecT Ltr to the Secy fm Mrs, Betty C. Carter dtd 7/25 re concern of the 
starving people in Biafra, 
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Rabbi Robert A. Rothman 


200 Forest Avenue : 
Rye, New York 10580 


Dear Rabbi: Rothman: ae Page » of 


_. Secretary Rusk has: geked me to eniy: to your letter dated Jujy 22 
 Fegarding, the situation in Nigeria. 


We believe ‘that the International Committee of the Red Grdss (reRc) 

an impartial and non-political body, is best able to coordinate re~ - 

_ Lief distribution te both Nigeria and Biafra. It has the confidence - 
of both the Federal Military Government of Nigeria and the Biafran 
authorities. According to a press report of July 10, 1968, after: 
conferring with the President of the ICRC, U.N. Secretary General U 


. Thant appealed to Biafran leaders to accept Nigeria's offer to open 


a land corridor under ICRC auspices for relief supplies, which we 
think is a commendable initiative... Negotiations now in progress. 
bemaers the two sides may soon result in agreement on this matter. 


Although reliable figures are. “unavailable, we are sure there is a des: ! 
: perate need for much food. and other relief supplies in the civil war 
area of Nigeria. - ‘In this regard, President Jehnson said on July. 41.) 

1968 that the American people have watched with growing grief and 
-horror the terrible loss of life’ and suffering in Nigeria. He said 


ce that. "ass ° starvation that can be prevented must not be allowed to. go. ae 


on." Relief needs seen greatest in the area under control of the 
Biafran regime, but thousands of people in ¥odarel ccestsed areas algo: 
need ner ornate 


the. ‘Ue. Se. contribution to. ‘agentes’ relief, “tneluding estimated donations: 


Bel Fn 


ef $2 million. from private sources, has now reached. $7 million,’ anelude 


oe ing a Government: donation of 5500 tons of food worth $2.7 million. to: 
UNICEF: approved on. July. 42.° In addition, Secretary Rusk has informed” 
the ICRC that we are providing a reserve fund of $1 miliion for that . 


me body: to draw on in ree: ‘Nigerian relief needs. “This contribution 
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should be bereieelasly useful in. giving the ICRC flexibility to procure 


vehicles, charter ships and aircraft, and purchase or. lease other equips be 


. went for rapid deployment to the areas of need. 


Sincerely, 


R. G. Cleveland, Director 
Office of Public Services 


ee 


p/PS/PCD:Gaf °' $/S #10588 8/5/68 


ee 


Caeser 


absences writ : 


Were gote ne pene rear 
eine rece 


2g SOs are cyarsove oct enn 
ae 


MR ERIN Ste BP 


FORM no1563 DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
12-63 eae EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


CTION SLIP 


emain With Correspondence) 


CONTROL ~< PCD 


10588 


= (To 


TO 


DATE 


P/PCD - oates io 
Ltr. to S fm Robert A. X Rothman re Biafra. 


7/26/68 


SUBJECT 


ACTION 


*Prompt handling is essential. Return basic correspondence with reply. If delayed call telephone extension below. 


For appropriate action. 


( For direct reply. Comeback copy required : 
—eeeeeSeSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 
<j () 


A response for signature by the 


are reply. 
ear-with : : 
eee 
NN 
Prepare a to \ all 


WA 


Refer to White House request of 


L\ 


For your information. 


REMARKS 


COPIES TO 


AF - Mr. Garland (w/att) 
P - Mr. Coates (w/att) 


> 
<_e 
38 
rd 
% 
ht 
Oo 
i=) 


sae 
, 


tam Communily Spuapopwe 


uaeteY 


if 200 Forest Waenwe 
a iyo, New York 20580 _ is assigned is 


Rabbe Robert BA Rolknan, GQ HA Ed 


July 22, 1968 


The Honorablé Dean Rusk, Secretary of State 
State Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 


I am deeply concerned about the situation in Biafra and 
the fact that literally millions of innocent children 
and women, old men and civilians may die because of a 
lack of proper food and diet. The war was clearly not 
the choice of the non-military victims. 


I have great faith in our United States of America and 
all that it represents. I feel that we stand as a bul- 
wark of democracy and on the side of the righteous and 
the wholesome. My convictions, trenchant though they 
may be, would be even more deepened if we would stand, 
as a nation, in support of the life of these hapless 


Biafran victims. 


As a Rabbi serving a prominent congregation in Rye, New 
York, and as a Chaplain in the United States Naval Re- 
serve currently on active duty fo training, it would 

give me a great deal of pleasure to be able to read to 
look to me for leadership a statement 

ment, indicating some positive ac- 
lanning to take in this impor- 


jh fi 
abbi Robert 
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" DEPARTMENT OF STATE Attention Lp a) 
; Washington, D.C. 20520 8p this ated mE LH 


S/S:RF 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BROMLEY SMITH 
Boge THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: Reply to Telegram on Emergency Provision of Food and 
Assistance to Victims of Nigerian Conflict 


pes 


In response to your request of August 3, 1968, a copy of 
Assistant Secretary for African Affairs Joseph Palmer's reply to 
the telegram of August 3, 1968 to President Johnson from eight 
prominent American leaders in religious and social activities is 
enclosed, The telegram concerned the need for immediate supply of 
foodstuffs and medicine to the stricken areas, Several of the 
signatories were included in the group of concerned philanthropic 
leaders who were received by Secretary Rusk on August 6, 


YK mee if eee 
IMA at, [ iN wey le ive 
John P, Walsh apo 
Acting Executive Secretary’ 


Enclosures: 


Copy of Assistant Secretary Palmer's letter 
Copy of telegram to President Johnson, August 3 
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& August 7, 1968: 
Dear Mr. Abrams 


I have for reply your telegram to President Johnson, signed eee ee 
a also by six other distinguished American leaders, concerning RS att ok 
yao the Nigerian conflict. I hope that you will inform them of this 
Be Pr eel ' Yeply on behalf of the President, who ie deeply concerned over the 
Nigerian crisis, 


; In his public appeal of July 11, 1968, praeidune Johnson called . 
for all those responsible to allow supplies to get to the people - 
who 80 desperately need them. Again on August 5, the President 
in a message to the Emperor of Ethiopia pledged American support’ : 
of the OAU's efforts to bring about a peaceful settlement at the. .' 
Addis Ababa talks and urged that some agreement be reached to §:”-' 
break the bottleneck which now prevents large amounts of relist. 
supplies from reaching the starving. 


The United States Government, as you know, has been very 
active in relief assistance for the victimes of the Nigerian war... 
American governmental donations to date total $5.3 million of 
funds and food; some of the organizations which the signere of 2 ae 
your telegram represent have contributed several millions of dollars 

worth of relief assiatance from their own resources. We shall 

Gee on continue and Antensify our own efforts to the maximum extent 

: possible. 


The’ United States Government has cooperated with the Inter- 
- national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which as a non-political. 
and internationally recognized humanitarian body, is acceptable | 
“. to both eidea and has been coordinating the relief operations now 
underway in Nigeria. We, along with the many voluntary agencies 
which are concerned, ded pneen sa continue | ee ceooper ee 


o : 

Mee Morris B. Abram, i 
. President, American Jewish Gommittae, 
+ + 165 East 56th 8t., ERE EE 
wie _ New York, New York 


~' 10022 


i 


The $1. million which the United States Government pledged 

to the ICRC at Geneva on July 18 was provided in part to permit so 

fe, the ICRC to purchase or lease necessary equipment, such as a 
ose o> helicopters, which could be used to facilitate the movement of 

<> supplies. We understand that several private helicopter charter 


Companies are available for such service and that negotiations oot oa 
are underway, : . erry ae 


Wa Secratary Rusk told you on August 6, you may be assured 

that we fully share your concern and will continue to cooperate =< 

_. dn every way possible in thia urgent humanitarian effort. Please ...... 
. do not hesitate to let me know 4£ I can be of further asalatance, 


aes Bincerely yours, 


: aS 


vies Joseph Palmer 2nd tee ere 
“ Asedetant Secretary of State fe ee 
- |, fow Afxican Affairs ie 
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PANN AA MRE EARP AS SEMA SNOB LRU Sah IY 


WAOLS PDB | 
“KL NEW YORK NY 2 708P EDT. 
THE PRESIDENT 
THE WHITE HOUSE | 
HUAN TRASEDY OF MASS STARVATION AND DEATH AMON@ ENTIRE POPULATIO 
OF NOW-COMBATANTS IN NIGERIAN-BIAFRAN COMFLICT IS INTULERABLE 
TO CONCERNED WORLD OPINION. ONLY HOPE FOR SALVAGE OF Tews 


Gr or 


THOUSANDS OF CIVILIANS LIES IN IMMEDIATE SUPPLY OF FOODSTUFFS 


AND HEDICINES TO STRICK AREAS. WE RESPECTFULLY 
IdPLORE OUR GOVERNMENT TO-MAKE NO FURTHER DELAY FOR REASONS - 


SF MILITARY AND POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND OFFER AT ONCE 
Q 


STICS FOR A HASSIVE HELICOPTER Lift oF ‘WEANINGFUL QUANTITIES 


tg 


tT 
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Tks. ¥E URGE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TO PLAY A 
RESPINSI3BLE INITIATORY. ROLE THROUGH INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF RED CROSS OR THROUGH OTHER INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL 
VOL SA TARY AGENCIES WHICH STAND READY TO COOPERATE ThviEDIAT ELY. YOUR 
sANITARIAN LeADERSHIP AT THIS CRITICAL MOMENT WILL Bf WEL 


CONE 3) 
aL 4EN OF CONSCIENCE AND GOOD WILL 
nORRIS 3 ASRAN PRESIDENT AUERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 


DAVID 2 note, DEPUTY GENERAL SECRETARY NATIONAL COUNCIL 


OF CHURCHES IN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

JAMES HACCRACKEN DIRECTOR CHURCH WORLD SiRVICE 

RABSI JACIS P RUDIW PRESIDENT SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL Of AKERICA 
A PHILIP RANDOLPH PRESIDENT OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPInG 
+ GAR PORTERS AND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN FeDERATION OF 


LASOR CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS 


Gi 


BAYARD RUSTIN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR A PHILIP RANDOLPH InSTiTuT 
BISHOP EDWARD E SWANSTROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CATHOLIC RELIEF 


* 


SERVICES USCC. 
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SUBJECT 


Prepare a Read to 
memo enclosing or containing: 
Draft reply for President's 
signature. 
Draft reply for signature by 
Memo for use as enclosure to reply 
by White House. 
Comment or recommendation. 


1. 
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HR Furnish information cépy ties 
cover of ‘a Read to Rostow 


3. 


Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling: .. 
Furnish information copy of 
ited ee: if any, under cover of 


fer to White Hoiiee request of 


Mr. Bromley falc, 8/3 _, 
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‘* “DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL 


im TO AF = Mr. Heubeck _ | pats +August 5, 1968 
| Tel. to the President from seven Church organizations urging massive 
airlift of foodstuffs and medicine to Biafra 


t 
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Advance copy sent to AF hts 3 by S/S. 


CONTROL NO. 


Are 


10956. 


NOTES 


White House referrals must be 
answered within 48 hours unless 
otherwise noted. If deadline 
cannot be met, inform S/S 
immediately at extension given 

cents DELO Ws ci PAT ESCA ANNE ORIN NT LAA ett ate 

Direct replies to White House mail 
meee be signed at the Assistant or 

Acting,Ass3 Latent oe level. 

Unless otherwise noted, ‘direct | 
replies 2 depending upon the addressee 
of the incoming letter, must begin: 
"The President has asked me to 
reply" or "Mr. has asked 
me to reply’ 


Basic correspondence should be 
returned when draft reply, 
memorandum or comment or comeback 
copy for the White House is 
requested. 
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ne 15, 1968 © 


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 


COPLES ces 
S/S to: THE WHITE HOUSE 
AF $ 
AF /AFW Subject: Letter to the President from 
Nigerian ; . Senator McGovern et al. b a Fite, 
TF | es ee 
H Pop Ls 
S/S-RF . 


In response to Mr. Morris' seatdee of August 9, 
I enclose the Department's proposed reply to the 
letter of Senator McGovern, et al. to the President. 


A copy of the Senators! letter is also enclosed. 


Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 


Enclosures: 


1. . Proposed Reply 
2. Letter from Senator McGovern 
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Suggested Reply 


Dear George: 

I appreciate the very thoughtful letter of August 2 from you 
and other distinguished members of the Senate which Mike Manatos 
acknowledged on August 6, 

The letter in large part reflects my own thoughts on the tragic 
situation on both sides of the conflict and my very deep concern for 
the unfortunate civilian population so acutely affected by the war, 

I appreciate your support for our policy of political non-involvement 
and for the channeling of our assistance through international 


voluntary agencies, I have enclosed a memorandum outlining the 


.current relief situation for your background information, 


The three principles which you and your colleagues put forth 
are being vigorously pursued, although we would hope to avoid the 
use of U. S, military aircraft, 


The response both in America and abroad to the needs of the 


. starving civilian populations on both sides has. been both moving 


and heartening, Please be assured that we are doing everything 


possible to work with others in establishing the affected areas, 


Sincerely, 


Lyndon B, Johnson 
Enclosure: 
As stated 
AF/AFW:FMlucker:gk 8/15/68 . 


The Honorable Clearances: 


George McGovern, mie . 
United States Senate, a a Tea 


- Washington, D.C. 2051¢ 
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The Nigerian Relief Problem 


The United States Government is actively participating in the 
international relief effort coordinated by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC). The following provides information on the 
nature of the relief problem and the operations of the ICRC, including 
the contributions from the United States and other countries thus far. 


The Dimensions of the Relief Problem 


ne a 


The area in Nigeria requiring relief includes the whole of the 
former Eastern Region, which proclaimed itself the Republic of Biafra 


in May, 1967, as well as certain areas of the present Mid-West State. 


The Federal Government now controls militarily about two-thirds of the 
former Eastern Region. According to the estimates of the ICRC, the 
Federal Military Government, and USAID there are 3 million in need of 
high protein dietary supplements in the Biafran area and 750,000 in 


need in the Federal controlled area. There are no reliable figures 


on the death rate, but it is estimated very roughly at 200-400 per day. 
Reports of 6,000 deaths a day appear greatly exaggerated. The persons 
hardest hit by the crisis are children, pregnant mothers and the aged. 


The ICRC has been able to mount relief operations in the Federal 
controlled areas in tandem with the Nigerian Red Cross and voluntary 
agencies such as the Catholic Relief Services and Lutheran World Relief. 
However, in some areas of acute need such as the southeastern town of 
Ikot Ekpene, the Red Cross has been forced to withdraw temporarily 
because of continued fighting. In the areas where it can operate safely, 
the Red Cross has placed medical distribution teams and is conveying 
supplies to them. 


The most serious problem exists in the Biafran controlled area. - 
In the absence of agreement by both parties on the means of .bringing 


in supplies, relief has been coming in only in small amounts through 


direct airlift from the offshore islands of Sao Tome and Fernando Po. 


The ICRC, Church World Services, Caritas and other charitable organizations 


have chartered nighttime flights which have encountered the hazards of 
the rainy season, inadequate landing facilities, and occasional ground 
fire. 
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The Relief Effort 


_ The International Committee of the Red Cross has been involved in 
relief for Nigeria since early 1968. In July it named Ambassador 
Auguste Lindt, former Swiss Ambassador to Moscow, to head the overall 
relief.operation. Ambassador Lindt has visited both the Biafran and 
Federal areas of need and is thoroughly aware of the dimensions of the 
problem. In Federal territory the Chairman of the Nigerian Red Cross 
is Director of Relief Action and provides liaison between the Nigerian 


’ Red Gross and the ICRC. Under him is the ICRC Chief of Operations. The 


ICRC directs its own medical-distribution teams, which work with local 
Red Cross Societies, missionaries and voluntary aid detachments. There 
are now 11 relief teams in Nigeria and the ICRC plans to have 30 teams 
there by September. : 


In Biafra the ICRC representative provides a direct link between 
the Biafran Government and the ICRC headquarters in Geneva. There 
are a few Red Cross personnel now in Biafra, who, with the assistance 
of the strong Eastern family system and the existing missionary network. 
are distributing what supplies now reach Biafra. The ICRC is putting 
together 10 mobile distribution teams and 2 public health teams for 
deployment to Biafra when the relief routes open. 


The ICRC has received contributions in.cash and commodities amounting 
to many millions of dollars from 34 countries. The United Kingdom has 
allocated £250,000 for Nigerian relief. The German Red Cross has 
allocated 25 Mercedes trucks to the ICRC. Norway, for example, has 
provided 2,800 tons of stockfish, previously a basic food for the 
Eastern Nigerians. , . 


The United States Government, the largest donor, has contributed 
a total of $6.3 million to this effort in cash and surplus food commodities. 
Of this total $1.1 million has been contributed to the International Red 
Cross. In June, $100,000 was given to ICRC as a cash donation. In July, — 
an additional $1 million was provided ICRC as a reserve fund to draw on 
in financing urgent requirements of the relief effort. 


In addition, the US Government has approved about $4.8 million in . 
PL 480 surplus food (dry milk, bulgur, high-protein blended food products 
and edible oil totaling over 11,300 tons) as donations to voluntary relief 


- agencies for distribution throughout Nigeria. The Catholic Relief Services 


is receiving $2.1 million of these foods; UNICEF is obtaining the balance 
of $2.7 million. About 3,000 tons of the total food tonnage has now 
arrived in Nigeria; 6,000 tons left US shores this month with other 
shipments to follow. | , 
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The US Government has also provided $100,000 to its AID Mission in 
Lagos to help finance other relief needs. These have included the cost 
of two airlifts of 60 tons of ICRC relief supplies from Europe to Lagos; 
: the purchase of four trucks to be used for internal distribution; and 
the purchase of US drugs and cloth for clothing. ; 


Apart from US Government contributions, the private voluntary 

organizations of the US have made substantial donations of food and 

_—-—~- other supplies totaling about $2.5 million on behalf of the relief ; 
effort. The American organizations active in providing relief include the 
Lutheran World Relief, Catholic Relief Services, Church World Service, 
Seventh Day Adventists, American Red Cross, the Ford Foundation, and 
CARE. Often, the US Government pays the overseas transportation costs 
of shipping these relief supplies donated by the voluntary agencies; 
thus far, the US Government has contributed $300,000 for this purpose. 


Summary: 
US Government $6,300,000 
US Private Organizations $2,500,000 


TOTAL $8,800,000 


The Relief Impasse 


Adequate distribution to Biafra has been held up by the failure of : 

both sides to agree on the means of bringing in relief supplies. The 

Federal Military Government has basically insisted on the establishment 

of overland relief corridors transiting Federal territory, while the 
Biafrans have called for a direct airlift of supplies. Both sides have 
| indicated some flexibility on the issue, but a mutually acceptable arrange- 
ment has not yet been reached despite the best efforts of the Red Cross 

and the Organization of African Unity. The ICRC believes that the only 

way to bring in sufficient relief is through overland corridors, but has 

sought the designation of a Biafran airstrip for its exclusive use to 

expedite the flow of relief. The Federal Government has stated that it 
is ready to open a relief corridor south of the former Eastern capital H 
of Enugu. More than 500 tons of food are earmarked for this at Enugu, bi 
with additional amounts coming in steadily. Calabar, the main Eastern f 
port, is also a depot for supplies. We understand that approximately i 
3,500 tons of ICRC food is stockpiled on Fernando Po to-be brought in. E 
once regular airlifts can be established. ‘There are about 4,000 tons 
of ICRC food in Lagos warehouses also ready for forwarding. It is clear 
that the food is available as soon as agreement can be reached on how 


to bring it in. 
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The Prospects 


For the past ten days delegations from both sides have been 
negotiating on relief and peace in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, under the 
chairmanship of Emperor Haile Selassie. In a message to the Emperor 
at the beginning of. the talks on August 5 President Johnson called 
for speedy resolution of the relief impasse. The Pope on August 12 
also appealed to both sides to give first priority to relief. In the 
last few days there have been some encouraging signs that agreement 


on the means of getting supplies in may be near, though no details are 


available as of this date. 


On August 12 Secretary Rusk sent to Geneva a delegation headed 
by Ambassador C. Robert Moore, Deputy Assistant Secretary of African 
Affairs, for urgent consultations with the ICRC and other organizations 
concerned with relief. Ambassador Moore has been exploring every 
aspect of the relief problem with Ambassador Lindt. He and his party 
are seeking to determine how the US Government and American voluntary 
agencies can best assist in expediting relief to Biafra. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 77 on 
WASHINGTON ; 


Friday, August 9, 1968 -- 5:00 PM 


FOR MR. ROBERT P. SMITH 
Nigerian Desk Officer 


Bob: 


We're under instructions to commission a prompt 
response to the attached letter from Senator 
McGovern et al, . 


Ae 


q 
| 
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Our first thought was a short letter from the Pre sit 
dent enclosing a 2- or 3-page blind memo giving the 
picture as candidly as we can. I should think that: 
memo would cover (a) the most authentic data we 
have on the size of the food problem; (b) solid facts-- 
in tons, number of trucks rented, etc. --~ on the 
relief effort we've helped mount; (c) a clear state- 
ment that the food is literally ready to move; and 

(d) the latest on the political impasse. , 


If this or something like it seems sensible to you, 
we'd appreciate a draft as early as possible next 
Le ; 
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AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20510 


August 2, 1968 


COTYS M. KOUSER, CHIEF CLERK 


{ 
“yi .. Dear Mr. President: 
 & ‘ 
4 

We are deeply concerned about the mass starvation that now es —\ 
. : nS 

Biafra. Co 

j 


As you know, this area, which has attempted to secede from Nigeria, 
a is now completely surrounded by Nigerian Federal troops, andis | 
under a blockade that can only be penetrated by aircraft. It contains 


: seven to ten million people who are traditionally dependent on food pe 
° imports. The present blockade and the exhaustion of their r reserves Ss 
: have forced them into a state of acute hunger and starvation. 
4 
i The complex political issues responsible for the blockade are currently —~S 
4 being discussed by the parties involved, but it may be several months ts 
before these negotiations can resolve the issues and lift the blockade. 
Medical authorities estimate that by that time several million people rs 
will have starved to death. A large majority of these will be children, ca 
os 


since children are far more sensitive to, dietary deficiencics than are’ 
adults. Thousands have already died, and the starvation rate is in- 


creasing rapidly. H ~ 
We wholcheartedly support our government's present policy of strict | » ; 
political neutrality in this civil war. At the same time, we believe f 
firraly that the resulting starvation should not occur if it is within our f 
power to prevent it. | 
8 
ee Therefore, we'urge you to offer assistance through the United Nations © ~ i 
. | or voluntary religious and humanitarian organizations to enable them ~~ i 
: to deal with the food shortage that has resulted from this conflict. &, : a 


wey IND 


twPWerea coe | 


-~2- im 


ieee eterno ae ee eens SEN ete mee ee me ree me ee nee mee ee me ee ee ee ree Ft ee nt Sr i a ee ere ee ee rs -- 


We suggest that the relief operation be conducted according to the 
following general principles: 


QQ Food should be br ought into the impacted areas of Nigeria 
in sufficient quantity to sustain the population until normal 
food acquisition can be resumed. 
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(2) While it is probable that most of the assistance will be | 
supplied by the United States, other advanced countries 
should be urged to contribute. 


\ 
\ 
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el (3). Since the political situation may require that the relief 
Pa 
a operation initially be conducted by air, our Government 


and others should make appropriate arrangements to 
provide the distributing agencies with aircraft, pilots 
and supporting equipment. 


We feel it is of paramount importance that Arnerica avoid partisan 
involvement in armed conflicts that do not significantly affect our 

: national interests. Therefore, we urge that U. S. assistance be 

: channelled entirely through international or private voluntary organi- 


zations. 


All individuals participating in the relief opération shall do so at 
their own risk, and they and theix sponsoring agency shall bear ne 
the entire responsibility for their safety. 


wy 


The children and adults of eastern Nigeria must receive swift 
attention and assistance, or millions of them will dic while many 
of the remainder suffer permanent mental or physical damage. 


We urge that action be taken with all possible speed. 
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Senators Signing: 


Senator George McGovern 
Senator Fred R. Harris 
Senator Walter. F. Mondale 
Senator Frank Church 
oe Senator Joseph S. Clark 
Senator Stephen M. Young 
Senator Hiram L. Fong 
Senator Philip A. Hart 
Senator William Proxmire 
Senator Claiborne Pell 
Senator Thomas J. Dodd 
Senator Abraharn Ribicoff 
Senator Gaylord Nelson 
Senator Harrison A. Williams, Jr. 
i Senator Charles Percy 
Senator Wayne Morse 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 


| Subject: Letter to the President from 
| oo Senator McGovern et al. 


In response to Mr. Morris' request of August 9, a : 
I enclose the Department's proposed reply to the : 
| letter of Sanator McGovern, et al. to the President. 


A copy of the Senator's letter is also enclosed. 


Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 


Enclesures: 


Se a es 


1. Proposed Reply | ae: 
2. Letter from Senator McGovern 
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Dear George: 
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Suggested Reply 


t appreciate the very thoughtful letter of August 2 from you 
and other distinguished membera of the Senate which Mike Manatog 
acknowledged on August 6, | | al 

The letter in lavge part reflects my own thoughts on the tragic - | 
gituation on both sides of the conflict and my very deep concern for 
the unfortunate ciwi Lian sopulatics so acutely affected by the war, 

i moarectace! your aupport fer our policy of political non- invelvement 
and for the chameling ef our asaistance through international 


vemintery agencies. I have enclosed a memorandum out lining the 


current relief situation for your background information, 

. The three pri nciples which you and your colleagues put forth 

are being vigorously pursued, although we would hope te avoid the - 

use of U. §. military aircraft, . 
The response both in America and sbroad to the. needa ‘of the 

atarving civilian populations. on both sides has been both moving 


and heartening. Plesae be asaured that va are doing everything: 


poseibie: to work, with others in establishing the affected areas. 


Sincerely, 


Lyndon B. Sohne on 
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FOR AMBASSADOR FROM PALMER 


Moore has just telephoned me from Geneva that ICRC reports 
ICRC 2g0RC 
ee EMG/commanders m presently meeting on x6R</ sterilized air 
USG 
corridor proposal. Lindt requests high-level/H&& message 


before meeting breaks up urging their acceptance, This 
under consideration but may not meet time problem. Meanwhile 
therefore Department wishes you take all feasible steps get 
urgent message to Gowon emphasizing on basis instructions 
vital 
from Washington/unkxk importance USG Akk_attaches from 
ICRC x3¢acx 
humanitarian standpoint to FMG accepting soRe/ proposals. 
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STATE 

1. FOR LAGOS: FMG rejection ICRC air corridor proposal will 

inevitably provoke strong adverse reaction amongst USG public. 

' Moreover USG itself finding it most difficult comprehend in light 

President's appeal and previous FMG statements. Under circum- 

stances, you should seek immediate meeting with Gowon or, if not 

available, Arikpo and make following points in strongest possible 

terms: p 
(a) USG has done everything possible to show understanding 


of dtuation in Nigeria and to avoid complicating its problems. 


Telegraphic transmission and 
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[~: (b) USG has consistently supported position of one Nigeria while 

strongly advocating peaceful resolution of problem. 

(c) Humanitarian pressures in US, however, becoming so strong that, 
as a democracy, we may be faced with a situation in which we will be 
forced to reappraise policies we have been following. 

(d) We do not wish this to happen, but to avoid it we need hele 
from those we are trying to help. 

FMG 

(e) We cannot understand/#M8 public reaction to ICRC proposal, & 
particularly that aspect of it that relates to internationalization of 
air strip. It obvious that this is a humanitarian internationalization 
with no political connotation which derogates in any way from Nigerian 
sovereignty. Re military objections, we would strongly urge in any event 
that any movement be delayed at least long enough to get urgently needed 
civilian supplies in and to exhaust possibilities peaceful settlement. 


Re Gowon suspicions ICRC and Lindt, we do not regard these as in any sense 


oo ee 


justified and world would not understand this as factor in FMG decision. 


FMG should understand better than anyone what a tough and agonizing job 


Taare gunna ink Vininece non ene 


Lindt has. 


i 
i 
i 


(£) We therefore urge FMG in strongest terms to reconsider its 


position on this matter and at least to offer positive constructive 
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eee ere which will facilitate agreement re air corridor. 
(g) In addition USG requires immediately clear authoritative 
what 
statement xthacx FMG prepared to do realistically to facilitate urgent 


and effective movement of relief supplies to those in need. 

2. In making foregoing points, you should leave FMG under no illusions 
with respect to seriousness of this development as seen from here. While 
we know that there is plenty of fault on other side with respect to 
present relief situation and while we are pressing proposals to get 

them to open up on land corridor, this does not in any sense absolve 

FMG of responsibility to agree to those measures which are needed to 
feed the starving. 

3. FOR GENEVA. You should inform ICRC of foregoing demarche and add 
following (which, however, Lagos should not repeat not divulge to FMG): 


(a) We strongly urge that any statement ICRC makes re reported 


FMG rejection its proposal not repeat not indicate acceptance of this 


Sas he 


as final answer. 


ent grange ame 


(b) We also strongly urge that any ICRC statement on this subject 


should expose Biafran intransigence on land corridor (as outlined 


paragraph 4 Geneva's 4448) in balancing fasmhkp fashion and prompt 


demand cooperation Xxamkukkxskdesx from both sides. 
Bs Gy Fe, | 
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ee You should endeavor clarify to Lindt Palmer proposal re land | 
corridor which he apparently does not understand. We are not talking 
about a one-shot proposition. Proposal would involve opening up land 
corridor permanently by ICRC, moving food down road under its auspices, 
with its trucks and drivers and with FMG agreement to observe local 
cease fire in area. Once trucks near lines, Biafrans would be faced 
with decision whether or not to open up corridor under similar arrange- 
ments on their side and would be subject on their part to world pressures 
similar to those now on FMG re air corridor. ICRC responsibility for 
shipment should akkwx allay any FMG concerns (which so far as we aware 
have not been voiced in this context) that food supplies would fall 
in hands Biafran military. 

(d) Failure balance ICRC presentation of facts in this manner can 

only further alienate FMG and encourage Ojukwu in his present 


unrealistic course. Latter must be made to face up to his responsi- 


es ns ae 


bilities too. 


4, FOR LONDON: Embassy should immediately inform HMG at high level 


of foregoing and urge timely British parallel actions. 


scree oemesceran a" eta 


5. FOR ALL ADDRESSEES: The head of steam that is steadily building up 


in the US is greater than anything we have seen in some time and 
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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN! RELIEF: ASSISTANCE 
FROM: AMBASSADOR! MOORE: 


le AMBASSADOR} TUBBY ANDI HAVE! ‘JUST. “SEEN! AMBASSADQR? LIENDTs - 
ICRC#. WHO! ‘HAD: RECEIVED! TICKERi: REPORT” ‘OFF EMG REUECT TON: OF! KCRC: 
NEUTRAL ZED" AIRSTRIP!’ PROPOSAL’ LIENDT “HADI NOT® Yer RECEIVED! ANY: 


WORDI-DIRECTLY FROM LAGOS‘ 


20 VISIBLY® D'ISAPPOINTED:, IN! FMG: DECI STON» LIENDT: WAS!" ‘NOW: GIVING: 
IMMEDIATE! “THOUGHT - TO: COURSE! OF: ACTION: ‘TO! BE FOLLOWED* FOLLOWING: 
ARE! POSSIBILITIES. ‘HE’ DISCUSSED’ 


Aa’ FOOD! FIGHTS PERHAPS: TOMORROW: ORI FOLLOWING: BAY By: ieRCHbC= 6: 
INTO! EXISTING: BILAFRAN- AIRFIELDIOR! EVEN! POSSIBLYS.BY ‘CARTBOU: INTO: 
NEUTRAL ZED! AIRSTRIP! NOW: INi ICRC: POSSESSION! (FOLLOWING: DIS-~.. 
CUSSION WITH! ROBERT WOOD, FAAy - ANDI:OTHERS» HE! BELIEVES: EVEN: 
PRESENT’ CONDITION: OF! FT ELD: ‘WOULDI‘PERMIT ‘SUCH! FLIGHTS): 'FMG: WOULD » 
BE! NOTIFIED! OF: ALL! DETAILS» DCx “6: AND!.CREW: AT” FERNANDO'PO: AND: 
LINDT’ ‘TOOK: IT FOR: GRANTED! THAT ‘CREW! WOULD: BE! PREPARED! TO MAKE! 
FLIGHT UNDER! THESE! CONDITIONS. 
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ANDI POSSIBLY" U! THANT® ANDi OTHERS: TO! GENERAL! GOWON: EXPRESSING: 
GREAT: ‘DISAPPOINTMENT: OVER! FMG: DECISION! AND’ URGING: RECONSIDERATION 
ON! BEHALF: AROUSED! PUBLIC: OPINEON®. IT: WAS: LINDT 1S: IDEA “THAT 
STATEMENTS: WOULD!:NOT’ INITIALLY: ‘BE! MADE: PUBLIC: ‘PENDING: DECENT: 
INTERVAL: FOR! FMG: CONSIDERATION’ IFi FMG: Peete ah er ti Cine sari ve 
ICRCi FLIGHTS’ WOULD: BE’ UNDERTAKEN! AS! IN’ A- ABOVE's 


3. LINDT: TENDS: TOWARDS: ‘STEP! 281'FOR! PRESENT: BUT WILL: AWAIT ‘WORD: 
FROM: SWISS: AMBASSADOR: REALI IN: LAGOS: BEFORE! ‘MAKIENG: ANY ‘DECISTON’s 
HE! INDICATED!-HE! WOULD: OF COURSE: WELCOME! ANY: THOUGHTS: ‘ORI: SUGGES» 
TIONS! DEPARTMENT: MIGHT HAVE: ON NEXT *STEPS* TUBBY | 
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an ACTION SLIP 
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10 - Mr. Stein at 4 


11384 


“August 15, 1988 


pSHECT Ltr to S from R. Gallopin of Internat'l Red Cross expressing 
gratitude for 1 million dollars for relief operations in Biafra. 


ACTION 


*Prompt handling is essential. Return basic correspondence with reply. If delayed call telephone extension below. 


For appropriate action, ‘Y y ' 4 ee, 


For direct reply. Comeback copy required 


A response for signature by the 
Prepare reply. 
Clear with 


Prepare a 


Refer to White House. request of 


a 


Due in S/S by 


rr rt PE 


For your information. 


REMARKS 


ee re 


COPIES TO 


AF - Mr. Heubeck (w/att) 
U - Mr. Homme (w/att) 
S - Mr. Moffat (w/att) 


WE 


Alan Parker 
SECRETARIAT STAFF 


7552 


EXT. 


11384 


COMITE INTERNATIONAL 
DE LA 


CROIX-ROUGE 


Geneva, July 26, 1968 


ae 
woz easaedate: 


TESS Ba 


Rae 


Sir, 


enue 


It is my honour and pleasure to inform you 
that His Excellency Ambassador Tubby, confirmed on 
July 16, 1968, the decision of your Government to grant 
to the International Committee of the Red Cross the 
availability of one Million Dollars for our relief 
operations. 


XO 
I wish to express to you on behalf of the = 
ICRC our gratitude for this assistance which we shall \ 
make every effort to use in the most profitable manner, ~9 
endeavouring to bring massive relief to all civilian 
‘victims on both sides in the present Nigerian conflict, 
As you know, Ambassador Lindt, has received full power 
from the ICRC as its General Commissionner for relief : 
in this conflict. He has just decided to build up three 
advanced relief depots ready to move into Biafran held 
territory as soon as possible. In the meantime, these e 
stocks can be distributed through Red Cross teams in the { 
Federal held war-torn territory. This operation in itself 
requires $ 500,000 and we are relieved to know that the iS 
ICRC has at its disposal the generous financial contribu- vw. ¢ ' 
/ “ey, tion of the United States Government. : } 


yl, 
ae 


The Honorable Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 
Department of State 


WASHINGTON 25 D.C 


Yathaper, KR. 


BG De 


I have frequently had in recent years the 
satisfaction of knowing that yourself and your Govern- 
ment understood the difficult problems that the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red Cross was faced with and 
that the United States often helped the Red Cross to 
fulfil its humanitarian task. You may remain assured 
of my personal gratitude and I would ask you to convey 
the deep appreciation of my colleagues of the Interna- 
tional Committee to your Government, 


I avail myself, Sir, of this opportunity to 
extend to you the assurances of my highest consideration. 


eo; oe a 

: “R.~Gallopin™ 

Member of the Intern&tional Committee 
of the Red Cross 


Director-General 
for External Affairs 


reeee wer ttnreeeitnn nae neat ei teen 22a LS BS EN UIEE ELIE 


fa CAA RARE nS 


— 2: 229. NICER 
ne | LOL BOGE 9 


» 
al 
Zz 
OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State é 
INDICATE; ([) coutecr a 
es UNCLASSIFIED _ . 
Classificationl 4 . 
ie) 
ois] ACTION. AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY i5Aucss 2] 432 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY : 
me INFO:  AMEMBASSY ADDISABABA 
= s AMEMBASSY LONDON =| 
AMEMBASSSY PARIS 
US MISSION UNE KS4 ~~ PY 
AMCONSUL IBADAN ae 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 
CINCSTRIKE Ay 
oe 
STATE ) 
SUBJ: NIGERIA, Department Spokesman Briefing Wa 
Following are excerpts Department spokesman briefing Aug 15: S\ 
QTE 
Q. There are reports from Addis Ababa today which suggests that 
the Nigerians and the Biafrans are coming to an agreemen_t on the 
relief supplies for Biafra. Have. you any confirmation of that and, 
a 
S in general, can you comment on the situation? 
oO 
B. 
Pant A. I've yet --make it we have yet had no official announcement. 
ia 


“Pe There has been no official announcement of an agreement by all of 
the parties concerned to a relief route. 

You may have noted reports of a press conference in Geneva 
sometime yesterday by August Lindt, the ICRC High Commissioner for 
Nigerian Relief, in which he tended to confirm that a final 
arrangement has not yet been reached, and that's still the information 


“we have. _| 
as (a 2S 
Drafted by: LS O> Tel. Ext, Talagraphie transmission and = OD) 
AF/P:RLPerkins:kmd 8/15 ae classification approved by: AF/P :RLPerkins 
Clearances: : 
AW - Mr. Melbourne Rv M/ R28 
P/ON - Bartch « BBE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Classification 
FORM 
FORM 15.322 


aa ANI 


; MOTI ity 4 YN) /_ ip 
Ww [Nie A‘ cs Deke 


ss 


be 
K 
4 
" Aa 
i 
é 


ee 


FORM 
8-63 


CONTINUATION SHEET. . 


Page 2 of telegram to____ AMEMBASSY LAGOS AND ADDRESSEES 
UNCLASSIFIED 
Classification 

And, of course, we continue to hope that there will be such an 
arrangement worked out. 

Ambassador Moore, as you know, is in Geneva. He is continuing his 
round of meetings with officials of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, Mr. Labouisse of UNICEF, and various officials of individual 
Red Cross Societies, and that would include Lord John Hunt of the British 
Red Cross Society, who is also in Geneva. 
Q. There was a statement earlier, a report about new charters for planes to 
go into Biafra. Is this Red Cross charters? 
A. I don't know about that specific @epx report. I haven't seeyit. But 
I know the Red Cross and the Catholic Welfare eseiten and various other 
voluntary agencies, in addition to the ICRC have been chartering flights, 
or attempting to charter flights, but I don't have anything further on that. 
Q. The talkf is about establishing a new landing strip in Biafra. 
A. Yes. 
Q. And airlifting of goods. Is this really going to be sufficient to handle 
the problem, even if it is established? 
A. No, I don't believe so. We have also been hoping that a land corridor 
could be arranged. But, as I understand it, there again there has been no 

by both parties. 

agreement on this/*ogcxdekincrkstesx 

Now, I don't think xkjwa it would prejudice thé land corridor arrangement 
if perhaps something were worked out initially on an additional airatrip or on 


other arrangements to see that air supplies get in there. 
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[ Q. But as you right now know, you don't see any particular progress on | 


the land corridor? 

A. Well, 1 don't know that I would say there hasn't been any progress. 
There hasn't been any final agreement. 

Q. I still am not clear on this announcement of the new charter flights 
going on. As I understand ioe thexe is no food going into Biafra at the 
present time. Is that correct. 

A. Well, I have to hesitate about this because I am not sure about the 
status of the flights that have been chartered by the voluntary agencies. 
The ICRC flights have been suspended. But--- 

Q. Well, Ata not ICRC coordinating all this? 

A. They are coordinating the effort, but the voluntary agencies have 
also chartered individual flights on their own behalf to carry food in, 


and I don't have any current reports on the status of these voluntary agency 


chartered flights. 
ke the 
Q. What's the situation on/¢ghe ground militarily? Have the Nigerian forces 


actually launched a big offensive? 


ey 


A. I don't have any information on that right now, I'll be glad to see 


what I can find. 
Q. When do you expect Moore back in Washington? 


A. I don't think a date has been set yet. 
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ON! GOVT PROBABLY’ ‘STRONGER! INI ‘NORWAY: THAN! IN| OTHER! NORDIC: 

COUNTRIES: ‘WITH! POSSIBLE: EXCEPTION! -‘DENMARK» WHERE! THERE: 

APPEARS: HOWEVER TO! BE! SKEPTICISMI-REI: NIGERIAN!:RESPONSTVENESS: 

TO! NORDICS» 
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HUNT DID NOT MAKE! HIS REPORT TO COMMONWEALTH OFFICE UNTIL __ 
THIS AFTERNOON* MOBERLY {ACTING HEAD’ WEST & GENERAL! AFRICA 
DEPT) SAID NOTES OF MEETING: NOT YET PREPARED» BUT MAIN 
= : POINT THAT CAME: OUT OF TALK. WAS HIS: EMPHASIS THAT LINDT AND 
ICRC: WERE. IN BEST POSITION: CARRY OUT RELIEF OPERATION 
NOTHING NEW HAD: DEVELOPED: ABOUT LAND’ CORRIDOR* BRUCE 


H 
s H 
: &/ | 
‘ 1 
i 
# 
E aM CONFIDENTIAL: 


mca 
of Mo ra 


— POL 89-4 BIAERA- Lenz 


Department of S° TELEGRAM 


CONFIDENTIAL’ 549 . Po Gy 

. : , 

PAGE: 91 GENEVA 94448 1517522 eee 2 
ACTION. 10 15: QD S 
3 — 


INFO. AF. 99sEUR. 15¥SSO0 OBoNSCE: QGsUSTE OOsCIAE! BBxDODE! BBsGPM B4sH! B2% 


INR: @79L; @3yNSAE @BzNSC! 1BsP: B4yRSC DisSP: @2ySS 20sSR B1s0RM: @3: 


O: 151726Z AUG 68 ZFF+4 

FM USMISSTON: GENEVA . 
TO SECSTATE! WASHDC IMMEDIATE: 8544. 
INFO! AMEMBASSY ADDIS: ABABA. 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USMISSTON USUN 


SCS B4y SCA O2/AIO: 28rEi 15¥D0T 10(RSR,01 4/156 Woe Poe 
RL 


C OUNEF: T DLE NIT IA Li GENEVA 4448 
SUBUs ‘NIGERIAN RELIEF: 
FROM: MOORE 


lo WE! HAD: FURTHER DISCUSSION: TODAY: WITH: AMBASSADOR LINDTs. 

ICRC» ON NEUTRALIZED AIR! FIELD PROPOSAL (GENEVA. 44121 ¢.L'INDT .NQW 
AWAITING FMG REPLY AND: IS’ GRATEFUL] FOR'US SUPPORT (STATE 22v271 )e 
AS’ HE! EXPLAINED! TO’ ME: EARLYER: THIS! MORNING» HE: HAD! URGED: THIS: ‘SUPPORT 
IN THE: HOPE OF: AVOIDING. A. NEGATIVE! FMG -DECISTON» AS‘ RECONSIDERATION: 
OF SUCHi A DECISIONs REACHED! AFTER! GOWAN. CONSULTATION’ WITH! FITELD 
COMMANDERS. WOULD! ‘UNDOUBTEDLY REQUIRE: GREATER! PRESSURES* HE’ WAS? 
HOWEVER, QUITE: CONFIDENT. THAT HE! COULD: OBTAIN MESSAGES ‘OF! SUPPORT’ 
FROM A NUMBER! OF! CHIEFS: OF:!-STATE! IF: RECONSIDERATION! OF A: NEGATIVE. 
DECISION SHOULD! BECOME’ NECESSARY* | ; . 


2e LINDT FORESEES POSSIBILITY THAT FMG MAY NOT REJECT ‘PROPOSAL 
BUT ACCEPT IT SUBJECT TO: A NUMBER: OF!.NEW CONDITIONS*: IFIFMG: 


RESPONSE: SEEMS TO BE’ ONLY’ DELAYING: TACTIC» HE! WILL! NOT BENPATTENT 
BUT IFi IT SEEMS: SERIOUS» HE! IS PREPARED TO BE PATIENT BECAUSE! 
HE! BELIEVES: FMG*BIAFRAN: AGREEMENT CAN! BE! HIGHLY’ IMPORTANT PSYCHOLOG* 
ICALLY« EXTENT OF DISTRUST SO: GREAT: THAT IF! THIS PROPOSAL! IS: a 
ACCEPTED AND’ CAN! BE MADE: TO: WORK) SOME DEGREE. OF: CONFIE}DENCE!:CAN 


PERHAPS: BE BUILT UP WHICH WILL'HELP IN OBTAINING ACCEPTANCE! OF ‘OTHER 
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MEASURES. SUCH. AS: A: ROAD! CORRIDOR’ 


36 IFl FMG: DECISION: ON NEW: AIRFIELD: IS NEGATIVE LINDT ‘SAID ICRC: 
WOULD INFORM! FMG::OF: ITS: INTENT ION! To: FLY FOOD! AND - ATR: FLELD: 
CONSTRUCTION: MATERIALS: DURING: DAYTIME: TO: AIRFIELD IN: BIAFRA, : 
WHICH! HAS: BEEN USED: FOR: NIGHTTIME: RELIEF: FLIGHTS» UNTILESUCH “TEME: 
AS) NEW AIRFIELD! COMPLETED’ FOOD. FLIGHTS: WOULDi. BE! LARGELY SYMBOLIC: 
AS’ LINDT UNDERSTANDS: NOT’ MORE: THAN: ‘FOUR: FLIGHTS!-A DAY. INTO: 
AIRFIELD: WOULD: BE! ‘POSSIBLE: ‘DURING:DAYLIGHT « HOURS « ‘WHEN: ‘NEW 

FELD! COMPLETED» FOOD FLIGHTS: ON: CONSIDERABLY STEPPEDS 'UP: BASIS 
WOULD BE: POSSIBLE PLANES: WOULD: BE! MARKED: AND: FMG. WOULD! BE: GIVEN 
EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO: INSPECT CONTENTS * LINDT *S:. COMMENTS: ON ATR’ 
LIFT WERE! AS: ‘POSITIVE AND! DETERMINED! AS THOSE: OFi GALLOPIN: AND: 
GONARD! YESTERDAY GENEVA’S Hub Le LILNDT' ADDED! ‘THAT ‘PRESENT - ICRC 
PROPOSAL! ON: NEUTRALIZED: AIRFIELD! ALSO PROVIDES: FOR! THE'\USE: OF: THE: 
EXISTING BIAFRAN: AIRFIELD! FOR: DELIVERY OF! FOOD: AND: AIRFIELD: 


CONSTRUCTION: MATERTIALS* 


4e WE! AGAIN DISCUSSED LAND, CORRIDOR: ON’ TWO: aie (A) 

FMG/YBIAFRAN. AGREEMENT AND! (B) FMG: UNILATERAL! ACTION® RE. (A) LINDT’ 

REFERRED’ TO ‘HIS: EARLIER: DISCUSSION! WITH: OUUKWU!:ONi SUBJECT. AND FELT 

THAT SENSE: OF' DISTRUST ON. BIAFRAN: SIDE WAS! SO\.STRONG: THAT AGREEMENT 

NOT POSSIBLE! AT? THIS POINTs HOWEVER* ‘HE: REPEATED). IF!'FMGs- 

BIAFRAN: AGREEMENT IS. OBTAINED: ON!'NEUTRALIZED* AIR FIELD! AND. IT’ WORKS: 

WELL» AGREEMENT ON’ LAND CORRIDOR! MAY’ BECOME: POSSIBLE’ .LINDT’ 

ALSO: MENTIONED RESURGENCE!-OF: GUERRILLA ACTIVITY INi FEDERAL» 

CONTROLLED AREA. TO! NORTH! AND’ OUUKWU"S: STATEMENT’ TO! HIM! THAT. EMG: 
AGREEABLE! TO: CORRIDOR: BECAUSE: IT: WOULD: FACILITATE! SAFE. PASSAGE: 

FEDERAL! TROOPS’ ALONG’ ROUTE! NOW HARASSED: BY’ GUERRILLAS*: APPARENTLY 
SOME! BIAFRANS: HAD! ALSO’ SUGGESTED! TO: LINDT: THAT’.LAND_ CORREDOR 
PROPOSED: BY FMGi HEAVILY MINED BY’-BIAFRANS: ANDi THAT IFUMINES: 

WERE! REMOVED: TO: PERMIT RED: CROSS*CONDUCTED! SUPPLIES: TOV ENTER 
BIAFRA» WAY WOULD! BE: FACILITATED! FOR FMG: FORCES*® LINDT -DIDi:NOT 

TRY TO: DEFEND: THE: STATEMENTS: BUT’'SIMPLY’ SAIDi THAT: THEY WERE: 
INDICATIVE! OF: COMPLETE! DISTRUST. BETWEEN TWO: SIDES« “RE (Bila - 

WITH! FMG: UNILATERALLY =INSTITUTED! LAND! CORRIOOR® : THERE :WOULD: BE: 
GREAT RISK: OF: FOOD! SUPPLIES: FALLING: INTO!HANDS: OF} BIAFRANi/ MILITARY. 
AS! A. POSSIBLE ONE*SHOT ‘OPERATION’ LINDT DOUBTED! ITS::USEFULNESS' 


BUT® REAFFIRMED! WILLINGNESS: RE=EXPLORE!. LAND: CORRIDOR: APTER! NEUTRALIZED) 
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SUBJ! NIGERIAN RELIEF: = LINDT -PROPOSAL!? FOR: ICRC: 
AIRSTRIP IN: REBEL. AREAe 


le IN! CONVERSATION: WITH: ECON’ COUNSELOR’ LAST’ NiGHT» EXTAFF: 
% DEPPERMSECs ENAHOROs BITTER. OVER: MANNER: IN WHICH: LINDT HAD: 
& HANDLED: ARRANGEMENTS: FOR: AIRSTRIP: IN REBEL: TERRITORY FOR © 
% EXCLUSIVE: RELIEF: USE* HE POINTED! OUT FMG: LONG! AGO» DURING: 

, DEHELLER (ICRC) VISITs. HAD: SUGGESTED ICRC! DISCUSS. MATTER: WITH 

@  OUYUKWUI AND: IF: OUUKWU! AGREEABLE: PLACING: AIRFIELDI:UNDER: 

‘ EXCLUSIVE: ICRC) CONTROL’ THEM: FMG: WOULD: BEi GLAD! TO:.CONSIDER MATTER: 
FURTHER* HE FOUND! SWISS: AMBi VISIT: YESTERDAY’ (LAGOS: 11791) 
INFORMING: FMG: OF! AIRFIELD: PROPOSAL! AND! "DEMANDING" ANSWER: IN 
MATTER: OF HOURS: UNREASONABLE: AND: FELT ‘STRONGLY LINDT SHOULD 

i HAVE! HAD: COURTESY: TO: GIVE! FMG: TIME: CONSIDER: MATTER! ‘BEFORE: 
BREAKING INTO: PRINT+ AS: IT ’WASs HE’.COULD! ONLY CONCLUDE: LINDT: 
ENGAGED IN HIGH*PRESSURE: TACTIC. DESIGNED PLACE! ONUS!:‘0N: FMGo 


Qo HE) POINTED. OUT PROPOSED: STRIP: WAS TO: BEL ELGHT™ MILES: EAST 
OF! OKiLGWI° ON: THE: AFAKPO: ROAD:.SURROUNDED: BY’ SECURE: AREA WITH: 
a FIIVEs MILLE! RADIUS’: ‘HEM BELTEVED: LOCATION’ OF: STRIP! MIGHT’ WELL: BE: 
UNACCEPTABLE! FMG’ MTETTARY: AND ASKED: WHY OUUKWU!DID! NOT RPT NOT’ 
MAKE: ANOTHER: STRIP. AVATLABLE! IRi HE!-GENUINELY CONCERNED: ABOUT: 
RELIEF) REQUIREMENTS. OF! IBQS* HE! BELIEVES: ‘OUUKWU! ENGAGED: IN 
GAMBA T: MORE CONCERNED! WITH! BLOCKING FEDERAL! ADVANCES: THAN! WITH! 
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RELIEF: TO:-STARVING CHILDREN* (SINCE: FMG: HAD: BEEN: PREPARED 
TO! REGARD OKIGWI AS NEUTRAL: AREA: FOR’ LAND: CORRIDOR» WE poUBT 
PROPOSED: LOCATION. SERIOUSLY INTERFERE! WITH} MILITARY PLANS‘ 


3e -ENAHORO. ALSO: DISTURBED: BY REPORTS THAT: “AIRSTRIP: COMPLETED 
AND! THAT’ ICRC: HAD: FLOWN: IN; MATERIALS’ TO: DO: THE JOBs AGAIN 
WITHOUT INFORMING FMGe (HOCKEs ICRC OFFICIAL’ HERE» SAYS: 
THAT ICRC: INDEED: HaS: FLOWN: SOME: MATERIALS: IN: BUT THIS: ‘CEASED: 
WHEN’ FMG BEGAN. FIRE: ON! AIRCRAFT FLYING OVERHEAD! AT NIGHTe. 
HOCKE! BELIEVES AIRSTRIP: NOT NET READY«) 


4e ENHAOR: REFERRED TO LARGE: MEETING GOING: ON. IN) GENEVA WITH 


LINDT» GUSSINGs MOORE ANDi OTHERSPRESENT» AND EXPRESSED OPINION 


IT. IMPORTANT FMG:.SEND REPRESENTATIVE: TO: GENEVA TQ: DISCUSS MATTERe 
SAID: HE: INTENDED MAKE THIS! SUGGESTION TODAY®-. 


5 COMMENT: ENAHORO VIEWS: PROBABLY’ REFLECT: THOSE: HELD BY OTHER 
TOP: FMG: OFFICIALS* THEY GENUINELY DISTRESSED: FIND: BLAME’ FOR: 
FAILURE RELIEF SUPPLIES: REACH REBEL: AREAS! BEING PLACED: ON FMG 
WITH! VIRTUALLY NO: RPT NO: RECOGNITION GIVEN! TO. FACTS: THAT A} 
THEY HAVE» SINCE MAY» OFFERED’ LAND! CORRIDOR’ B' THOSE: CONCERNED 
WITH: RELIEF: HAVE SAID LAND! CORRIDOR. IS: ONLY’. WAY ADEQUATELY To: 
MEET REQUIREMENTS’ AND» ci) ONLY OUUKWUYS: REFUSAL! ACCEPT. CORRIDOR 
STOOD! IN WAY. IF: FMG: SHOULD! GIVE! FLAT TURN*DOWN: TO: LINDT PROPOSAL» 
THIS. WILL: IN NO: RPT NO! SMALL! PART’ BE! ATTRIBUTABLE: TO MANNER: IN. 
WHICH: MATTER HAS: BEEN: HANDLED+. POSSIBLY» OF! CQURSE» THAT FMG 

MAY AGREE::OR' MAY SUGGEST’ ALTERNATIVE: AIRSTRIP: AND: MAY WELL: 
INSIST: THAT ANY AGREEMENT: TO’ USE! OF: AIRSTRIP: JNUREBEL: TERRITORY 
BE: LINKED WITH OPENING: OFi LAND! CORRIDOR* 
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FM! AMEMBASSY' LAGOS: 

TOO SECSTATE! WASHDC: 2028: 
INFOt USMTSSION’ GENEVA 
USMITSSLONI'USUN: NEW: YORK 
AMEMBASSY*-LONDON: 


Cr0: uae ‘DEE PNIT OIA: LILAGOS: 11740) 
SUBUS NIGERTAN: RELIEF: 


REFis STATE: 229632. 


e fe CT ‘UNDERSTANDS: DEPTS: REQUEREMENT: FOR! AS: MUCH! AND: AS "CURRENT 
Bs ANDI.ACCURATE! INFORMATION’ RE! NIGERIAN’ RELIEF! PROBLEM AS POSSIBLE: 
% AND! WEL ENDEAVORING :/MEET THIS! REQUIREMENT. 
| o 
oe 2s REFTEL!'REFERS: ‘TO. RECENT: INCREASE! IN! "NUMBER: ‘OF{. REFUGEES 

\=s IN) FMG? TERRITORY’ ‘TO: ABOUT ‘HALFI. AP MILLMONic 


OURI TELS’ 11244s 11484 ANDI 11667: PROVIDE! INFORMATION: AVAILABLE: 

RE' REFUGEES! IN: FMGs HELD! TERRI TORY *-REPORTEDLYa - THERE: INCREASING: 

NUMBER!:OF REFUGEES! MOVING! OUT: TN} THE! ABAKALIKI ©AND: POSSIBLY: 

INTOt IKOT* EKPENE! AREAS: BUT.NO: ‘NUMBERS: AMAILABLE! AND ‘OUR: 

IMPRESSION: IS‘ THAT” FLOW NOT: SUFFITCTENT® “CHANGE!.OUR: OVERALL 

ESTIMATE’ -AS' REPORTED» ‘REFUGEES: MOVING: OUT: THROUGHT THE: ABAKALIKI. 

AREA: ARE' BENG: GIVEN! TRANSPORT © TOt VILLAGES: ‘OR: ARE: BEING CARED: 
FOR: BY’ RELUEF) AGENCIES: IN! THAT \AREA® (NEW: ‘REFUGEES: THIS: AREA. 
PROBABLY*:CONT ITNUE! BEI’HANDLED! EN: THITS: ‘MANNER# © INCREASED: FLOW RELIEF? 
SUPPLIES: BOTH! AREAS: SHOULD! -ALLEVIATE: SITUATION 

j 


Be: WE! FOLLOWING EFFECT. LEAFLET DROP! CLOSELY’ “THROUGH! THE! DAOS: 
OFFICE! AS! ‘WELLi-AS: OTHER! AVAILABLE! SOURCES: BUT’ ‘NO: ‘RPT NO! INFO: 
Yer: RECEIVED! ON!.RESULTS* 
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4 FMG UNDERSTANDS: IMPORTANCE! SHOWING: PROGRESS: IN: RELIEF! 

EFFORTS: IN’ AREA “UNDER: ITS: CONTROL! AND’ MAKING: SOME-EFFORTS: ‘THIS: 
DIRECTION® SOME! Foop REPORTEDLY: MADE! AVAILABLE! REFUGEES: AND: 

MILITARY: COMMANDERS: COOPERATING: TO! EXTEND! THEYR!.LIMITED FACILITIES: 

PERMITo HOWEVER’ PREOCCUPATION: WITH! MILITARY PROBLEM» SOME: FEELING: 
THAT: WHATEVER: THEY*DO: IS: MISINTERPRETED: IN! THE! WORLD’ PRESS __ 

AND! SIMPLE’ FACT? THAT ‘BUREAUCRACY SLOW*MOVING! IN! ANY EVENT’ ARE: 


“FACTORS: LIMITING: FMG: ABILITY’ MAKE! MUCH: ‘OF A SHOWs WE! WOULD: 


EXPECT ‘THAT. IF) REBEL! ABANDON! : DETERMINATION’ SECEDE: AND: ‘HOSTILITIES: 
END» FMG: GOULD: MARSHALL? RAPIDLY’ -SUBSTANTTALI- RESOURCES: ‘TO: ASSIST 
IN: ‘HANDLING: RELIEF! PROBLEM. 


Si DEPT: REQUESTS: SUGGESTIONS: FOR! RESPONDING: To: INQUIRIES BY 
PRESS: AND! TO! PROVIDE::CI TI ZENS: REASONS: WHY RELIEF! NOT GETTING TO 
NEEDY’ ON’ BOTH: SIDES: IN' ADEQUATE: AMOUNTS's ‘WE! SUGGEST™ FOLLOWING: 
POINTS:.BE: MADE: IN: RESPONSE! SUCH: INQUIRIES? -A.) MAJOR: RELIEF: 
PROBLEM! APPEARS: TO! BE! IN! REBEL# HELD ‘TERRITORY, . FMGi HAS» SINCE: 
LAST. MAY» ‘OFFERED: OPEN! LAND: CORRIDOR’ FOR! TRANSPORT’ RELIEF: 
GOODS: UNDERi FULLi ICRCiCONTROLI INTO: REBEL® HELD: AREAe 
REBELS::HAVE! NOT.RPT ‘NOT AGREED: THIS: PROPOSAL! ALTHOUGH: ICRC. 

ANDi OTHERS: WHO: HAVE: STUDTEDI | PROBLEM: ARE! CONVINCED: THAT™ ‘ONLY 
THROUGH LANDi CORRIDOR: CAN! ADEQUATEI-RELIEF! BE! MADE: AVAILABLE: : 
RELWEFLEFFORTS ARE’ PROCEEDING: REASONABLY: WELLi IN! ENUGU> - NSURKAs 
ABAKALIK1 AND: AGBOR* ASABA; AREAS! ANDI, INCREASED .RELIEF! SUPPLIES: 
IN’ AREA: SHOULD’ EASE! ‘SITUATIONS C} LA CK*'OFi TRUCKS: HAS PLAGUED 
RELIEF! EFFORT. BUT THIS: DIFFICULTY WELL: ‘ON: WAY TO: BEING: OVERCOME» 
SHIP: TRANSPORTs ALSO: PROBLEM IN: GETTING: GOODS: TO CALABAR: .AREA 


BUT) THIS: APPEARS‘:ON: WAY* TOL SOLUTION: WITH. IMPROVED AVAILABILITY 


COMMERCIAL: SHIPPING: SPACE! ANDI'UPCOMING: ‘CHARTER: OF! VESSEL! FOR 
EXCLUSIVE! RELIEF’ ‘USEN( SEE! LAGOS: 11683) 6 Di) EFFORTS: 
IN: IKOT EKPENE! AREA. HAVE! BEEN: FRUSTRATED! TIME: AND! AGAIN! BECAUSE: A 
OF: LIMITED: TRANSPORT* DIFFICULTY: OF!|:RIVER! CROSSING: FROM: CALABAR: 
TO!ORON! AND! IMPORTANTLY BECAUSE: AREA: HAS: BEEN:-UNDER CONSTANT PROBING: 
ATTACKS: BY: REBEL! FORCES* -WEi UNDERSTAND! FIGHTING CONTINUING. EN: 

IKOT EKPENE: AREAs HOWEVER», NUMBER! OF! TRUCKS: NOW' AVAILABLE: IN 

AREAa. RIL VE! ‘CROSSINVARRANGED! FOR: ANDi'799: TONSiOF RELIEF: ‘SUPPLIES: 

ENROUTE! TO: CALABAR’ SITUATION “ACCORDINGLY > SHOULD: ‘EASE: SOON a 
AS: FEGHTING: ‘PERMITS®.. ge ; ees 
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FM! AMEMBASSY* LAGOS: 

TO: SECSTATE' WASHDC FLASH! 2980: 

INFO: AMEMBASSY: ADDIS: ABABA. IMMEDIATE! 
AMEMBASSY' LONDON: 

USMISSONi GENEVA 


COOUNDF: TD. EV NIT I A Li LAGOS: 11748: 
REFit STATE: 221355: 


le ‘UPON’ RECEYPT™ REFTEL! I ASKED: ARIKPO: TO: ARRANGE!-URGENT™ APPOINT®. 
MENT WITH! GOWON! WHOM! WE! SAW: AT G83G! LOCAL’ I: ‘PRESENTED! ‘PRESIDENTS 
MESSAGE! ANDi AFTER! GOWON’ HAD! READ! IT: MADEIA: FEW! COMMENTS: EMPHASIZING! 
DEPTH!:OF' POPULAR! DEMAND: LNiiUS: FORI IMMEDIATE! ACTION: TO: PROVIDE: 
RELIEF! WAR: VICITIMS 


o-GOWON' SAID! THAT HE: HADI ALREADY * DECIDED: FMS: ‘COULD: NOT" 
fecer. ICRC:)PROPOSALi FOR! RELIEF! AIRSTRIP HE!:GAVE! TWO! 'REASONS* 
FERST» AIRSTRIPI WHICH! OUUKWU! HAD! OFFERED: WAS:,ALREADY* BEING 
SHELLED! BY FMG: FORCES: AND! LIKELY* FALL! INTO! FMG: HANDS: ‘VERY™: ‘SOON 
HE! CONV INCED!:QUUKWU: HAD! OFFERED: THITS: ‘STRIP: FOR' STRATEGIC! REASONS: 
TO! IMPEDE FMG! ADVANCE’ ONI'UMUAHIT Ae “HE! COULD: NOT’. ‘ACCEPT ° NEUTRALIZATION 


OF! THIS: AREA. 


o !SECONDIREASON! FOR! REVECTING® ICRC: ‘PROPOSAL! ‘WAS: WAY ENE WHECHA TT 
aAprEEEN HANDLED’. ALTHOUGH! IT. ‘HADI TAKENi ICRC! TWO: MONTHS: ‘TO! ‘OBTA EN 
OFFERI'‘OF' AIRSTRIP! FROM: ‘OUUKWU! FIMGi WAS: EXPECTED: TO'.G@i VE! ITS: 
CONCURRENCE! IN! LESS: THAN: 24 HOURS’ MOREOVER: WHILE] FMGOWaAs: 
CONSIDERING: ‘MATTER!.WINDIT PUBLICIZED! H HIS: PROPOSALI INi:GENEMA 
THIS! APPEARED: TOi BE! ATTEMPT. TO FACE! EMG: WITH! FAIT: ACCOMPLI « 


be ARILKPO! WHO! NORMALLY: MELD: AND!-UNDERSTANDING! ENTERED! CONVERSATION: - 
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AT? THIS: POINT WITH STRONG: DENUNCTATION: OF! LINDT’ “WHOM: HE’. ACCUSED: 
OF! BAD! FAITH’ I: SAID! 1: DID'NOT: THINK! THIS: ‘THE! CASE)-BUT™ ARIKPO! 
RESPONDED! ‘THAT: WHETHER: OR: ‘NOT LINDT. HAD:. ACTED: IN: BAD! ‘FAITH ‘HE? 
HADI PUT’ FMG: IN: INTOLERABLE! POSITTON® 

5 T° THEN: ‘PROPOSED: ‘THAT IFi FMG: ‘COULD! NOT ACCEPT’: AIRSTRIP! v8 oNLS 
OF FERED. BY OUUKWU! THAT IT’ SHOULDI/MAKE: COUNTER! PROPOSAL! FOR: 
AIRSTRIP: WHICH! IT PREPARED: TO: ACCEPT. GOWON! RESPONDED: THAT. ‘HE! WAS! 
NOT’-NOW. PREPARED: TO: AGREE! TO! ANY* AIRLIFT. HELHADE: BEENL CONVINCED. 
ALL! “ALONG: THAT OUYUKWU:-WOULD: ATTEMPT : ‘TO: “USE! MERCY AIRLIFT AS 


COVER! EOR: DELIVERY: OF: WARi MATERIEL © HE: HAD' THOUGHT" EARLIER: ‘THAT 


ICRG: MIGHT BE! ABLE: TO PREVENT THIS: BUT’ ICRC: HANDLING OF MATTER ‘HAD. 
SHAKEN: HIS’ CONFIDENCE: AND! HE! IS: NOT PREPARED! TO! ACCEPT RISKS * 

HE' WENT. ON TOI SAY THAT-HE> HAD: ALREADY APPROVED! PRESS: ‘RELEASE: 
REVECTING! AIRLIFT (1 LEARNED! ON: MY’ RETURN: TO! CHANCERY 

THAT PRESS: RELEASE! HAD! BEEN: BROADCAST AT’ 60i*CLOCK: LOCAL!) «| 


60 1 POINTED! OUT: THAT: THERE! WOULD: BE: GREAT: CRITICISM: AROUND! WORLD| 
AT’ FMG: DECISION’ GOWON! AND!.ARIKPO! SAID: THEY * REALIZED: THIS - 

GOWONI ‘WENT. ON: TO: SAY’ BITTERLY® THAT® IT’ SEEMED! ‘TO! MAKE: ‘NO! DIFFERENCE: 
WHAT FMG: DIDI AS’ tT WAS* ALWAYS: BL'AMED! FOR: UNHAPPY ‘DEVELOPMENTS: 

IN: NIGERTAN: SITUATION© NOBODY BROUGHT PRESSURE: TO: BEAR: LONI 
OUUKWUL'TO! ACCEPT THE! LAND: CORRIDOR: OFFERED! BY FMG: BUT” EVERYONE: 
BROUGHT PRESSURE: ON: i TO: ACCEPT IMMEDIATELY AIRSTRIP! OF FERED 

BY* OUUKWUle ¢ 


7° GOWON: SALDI THAT Fig: OFFER! OF) LANDI-CORREDORUWAS::STILLI-OPEN 

ANDi THA HE! THOUGHT IT WOULD: SOON! BE! POSSIBLE! FOR! FMG* TOVOFFER: | 
OTHER! CORRIDORS: IN: ADDITION. TO. THAT: THROUGH! ENUGU* ‘HE!'WAS! KEENLY’ 
AWARE! OF! FMG: RESPONSIBILITY TO: PREVENT SUFFERING! AMONG CIVILIANS 
ANDIHAD! TODAY: GIVEN: HIS: FIELD! COMMANDERS: STRICT ‘ORDERS: THAT. THEIR: 
OPERATIONAL’ PLANS: MUST’ INCLUDE! ARRANGEMENTS: FOR! MOVEMENT -AND: 
DESTRIBUTION!.OF! RELIEF! SUPPLIESs. 


Bo: ‘GOWON: SAID: THAT HE: WOULD! TRY: TO! SEND: REPLY: ‘TOL PRESIDENT” TN: 
NEXT’ 72: ‘HOURS: AND! WOULDI MAKE! FRANK! EXPLANATION: ‘OF: HES: ‘POSITION 
ANDI F MG! INTENTIONS 


e ONLY: BRIGHT. SPOT I CAN) SEEV IN! THIS DISMAL! PICTURE! = «> 
ae ‘THAT. RESENTMENT IS: DIRECTED! AT: LINDT AS’ INDIVIDUAL! RATHER. ~ 
THAN: TERCiASSORGANIZATION!® I HOPE: THEREFORE: te . 

THAT’ FMG: WILL! CONTINUE? TO! WORK WITH: LEE IN: RELIEF) EFFORT ®.:~ 
GP- 30 gala ve 
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( : eee August 15, 1968 


Dear Congressman Rhodes: ; 


I am responding to your recent telephone call to an officer 
of the Department of State coneeentng the Nigerian war. 


. We share your deep concern about the plight of the victims 
_ of the tragic war. As President Johnson stated on July 11, "the 
American people have watched with growing grief and horror the 
terrible loss of life and suffering in Nigeria." Since March, 
the United States Government has been participating actively in - | 
the international relief effort coordinated by the International \ 
Committee of the Red Cross on behalf of all victims of the war. i | 
I am enclosing a statement with details of our coutribution thus 


zee 


| The United States Government, the Organization of African 

"Unity and UN Secretary General U. Thant are agreed that the Inter- 
national Red Cross with its reputation as an impartial and non- 

' political body is in the best position to arrange and coordinate 
relief distribution to both Nigeria and Biafra. The ICRC has 
gained the confidence of: both the Federal Military Government of | 
Nigeria and the Biafran authorities. : 


The central problem obstructing an adequate relief program 
has been. disagreement of the contending parties over the means of . 
convey ing supplies into Biafran territory, where most of the needy 
persons are located. Over the past few months donors, including 
the International Red Cross, have flown a small amount of relief 
supplies: directly into Biafra, but ‘the IcKRC believes that an over-_ 
“land route into the affected. area is. also necessary to move suffi- 


ae ey 


&, : cient supplies. ‘In recént weeka, 1t has appeared that the Nigerians 
& and Biafrans have moved closer to an: agreement on the problems of - | 
Sey distribution, but both sides are afraid that the relief operat ions. ; 
@  . may somehow ‘affect the outcome: of the. war. Since ousside assistance 


AGA LENORE pi ab Ree EE ET 


- cannot be provided without the agreement of the authorities on the - 
spot; and: many: lives might , be lost if. this authority were to be 
flouted, it is essential that a mutual ly satisfactory agreenent be 


reached soon. 
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-On August 5, delegations from both sides resumed negotiations 
on relief and on a political settlement at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
under the chairmanship of Emperor Haile Selassie. In a message to 
the Emperor on August 5, President Johnson called for a speedy 
solution to the relief impasse. He stated that "we in the United 


States remain ready to continue in every possible way to help in . 


the humanitarian task of providing and mey ils supplies to the people 
who need them so desperately.". 


“In this connection, Secretary Rusk has sent a delegation to 
Geneva headed by Ambassador C. Robert Moore, Deputy Assistant Secre-~ 
tary of State for African Affairs, for urgent consultations with the 


‘ICRC and other institutions cone erned with relief. In Geneva, 


Ambassador Moore is exploring fully the current. relief situation in 
Nigeria and seeking to determine what other assistance from the U.S. 
Government and American voluntary agencies might be usefully pro- 
vided to expedite the movement of relief supplies. 


We sincerely hope that the talks now going on at Addis Ababa 


‘will not only provide a solution to the relief problem but will 


alse bring about a peaceful SeeCloment of this... tragic war. 


t hope that this information is useful to you. If we can be 
of any further assistance, please let me know.: 


| ‘Sincerely yours, 


WARY 


John’ P. White 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 
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supplies directly into Biafra, but the ICRC believes that an over~ 


cannot: be. provided. without ‘the agreement. of the authorities on the 

- spot, and many lives. might be lost Lf this. authority: were.to be . 
-. flouted, it is pianaec ee that: a mitually sat Cafactory, Agreement’ -be. 
~ Feached soon. 
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August 15, 1968 


Dear Congressman Yates: 


I am responding to your telephone eall to | this office con-~ 
cerns the Nigertan war. 


We share your deep concern about the plight of the victims 
of the tragic war. As President Johnson stated on July 11, "the 


American people have watched with growing grief and horror the 


terrible léss of life and suffering in Nigeria." Since March, 
the United States Government has been participating actively in 


_ the d{aternational reliéf effort coordinated by the International 


Committee of the Red Cross on behalf of all victims of the war. 


-I am enclosing a statement with details: of our. contribution thus 


far. 


‘The United States Bolecanent: the Organization of African 
Unity and UN Secretary General U Thant are agreed that the Inter- 


Rational Red Cross with its reputation as an impartial and non- 


political body is in the best position to arrange and coordinate 
relief distribution to both Nigeria and Biafra. The ICRC has 
gained the confidence of both the Federal Military Government 

of Nigeria and the Biafran authorities. 


The central, problem obstruct ing an Gaoatate relief program 
ent of the contending parties over the means of 
conveying supplies into Biafran territory, where most of the needy. 
persons are located. Over the past few months donors, including 
the International Red Cross, have flown a small amount of relief 


land route into the affected area is algo necessary to move suffi- 


eient supplies. In recent weeks, it hag appeared that. the te 
and Biafrans have moved closer to. an agreement on the problems of. _ 
distribution, but both sides. are afraid that. the relief: operat ions. 


may somehow affect the outcome of the war. Since! outside aseistance 


» Stdney. Re Yates 
2050 Federal ‘Building 
“219. ‘South Dearborn Street 
chiengy, ‘Tilinois 50604 
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ccs eann On ‘Aonaae 5, deiseations ‘from both sides opined negotiations 
“on relief and on a political aettlement az Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
“under the chairmanship of .Emperor Haile Selassie. In a message to 
the Emperor on August 5, President Johnson called for a speedy 
solution to the relief impasse. He stated that "we in the United 
States remain ready to continue ia. every possible way to help in 
the humanitarian task of providing and mov ing eupetise to the people 


who need them so sesperately: s 


or In this connection, Secretary Rusk has sent a delegation to. 
Geneva headed by Ambassador C. Robert Moore, Deputy Assistant Secre- 
_tary of State for,African Affaira, for urgent consultations with the 
ICRC and other ‘institutions concerned with relte£. In Geneva, 
Ambassador Moore is. exploring fully the current relief situation in 
Nigeria and seeking to determine what other assistance from the U. 5. 
Government and American voluntary agencies might be usefully Bro- 
vided to expedite the movement of relief pupprtee: 


We sincerely hope that. the talks now gottig on at Addis Absba 
will not only provide a solution to the relief problem but will 
also bring about a- peaceful settlement of this tragic war. 


I hope that this information-is useful to you. If we can be 
of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to let me know. 


. Sincerely yours, 


yr 
John P.! White -: 


Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations. 
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Wood 
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His flight 
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1. In response Lindt request, FAA airport planning engineer Robert Wood 


proceeding on TDY to Geneva in consultative capacity. 
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COMMENT’: “PLANE! COULD: BE’ JUST WHAT’ KLM: CAPTAIN: SAYS: IT. IS: 
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SUBJECT? NIGERIAN RELIEF*STATUS: REPORT 


SUMMARY? THE’ FOLLOWING: SUMMARY INFORMATION’ ON THE RELIEF 
EFFORT’ IN NIGERIA. OBTAINED! FROM ICRC: AND! OTHER: SOURCES 
MAY BE OF. INTEREST’. 


le MEDICAL DISTRIBUTION. TEAMS* THERE’ ARE! NOW ELEVEN 


TEAMS: IN’ NIGERTA# SEVEN. OF: WHICH! ARE: IN’ THE: FIELD’ (NSUKKA® 


ENUGUs AWGU» UYOs CALABAR: AND: TWO AT ABAK!)« ONE: TEAM: 
ENROUTE: TO IDAH: AND ONE: ENROUTE: ENUGU* ‘TWO’ DANISH: TEAMS: 


NOW’ -IN! LAGOS ONE! OF! WHICH’ DESTINED’ FOR’ AGBOR=ASABA AREAo 
TOTAL! ICRC PERSONNEL: 720 SIXTY OF! THESE: PERSONS» ‘OF WHICH 


25 ARE! FEMALE) ARE'ON FIELD: TEAMS. 


Qe TRANSPORT TRUCKS: THE’ ICRC: STILL: EXPECTS: HAVE: igo: 
TRUCKS: ON. HAND’ BY END OF. AUGUST? FOUR. DONATED: BY USG 

TO: NRC# 28 FROM! UK* AND 15: PURCHASED! LOCALLY BY ICRC 

ARE: ON HAND: AND ALL! IN! SERVICE’ [Ni ADDITION® ICRC: EXPECTS 
TO! GET. 20 MORE.FROM THE: UKis 1@ ARE! DUE-IN‘' FROM-. 0. =. 
GERMANY ON AUG 16s -AND! 25' ADDITIONAL: TRUCKS: CON®: 
TRIBUTED: BY GERMANY ARE EXPECTED''TO: BE’ PURCHASED: 

LOCALLY OR PROCURED SOON’ IN! GERMANY» ‘THREE! TRUCKS AND. 


“4 LAND: ROVERS: LEFT LAGOS: FOR! CALABAR ON! AUG 1g AND). 2-8 abet 
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| THREE: MORE TRUCKS EXPECTED: TO: LEAVE FOR CALABAR: TODAYe 

| BY END! OF! AUGUST» ICRC! EXPECTS 75 TRUCKS: IN’ THE 

| CALABAR’ AREAs VEHICLE: MAINTENANCE: FACILITIES BEING 

| SET’ UP! IN' CALABAR..AND ENUGU' AND: MECHANTCS: ON: HAND! 

| AT’ EACH POINT+ ICRC: HAS: ARRANGED! WITH: SHELL! TO: 

| DELIVER GASOLINE! BOTH ‘ENUGU: AND’ CALABAR: TO! ICRC: 

| IN! ORDER’ FREE: THEM OF. DEPENDENCE! ON: ARMY’ FSHL: 

SUPPLIES« FORTY EXPATRIATE! DRIVERS: HAVE: BEEN: RE* 

| CRUITED IN SWITZERLAND: AND. READY''TO: ARRIVE: 
LAGOS: WITHIN’ 48° HOURS: NOTICE’ SHOULD THEY BE: NEEDED: 
FOR! LAND CORRIDOR’ RELIEF OPERATIONS* RE TRUCKS» BBC 
REPORTED: THOSE’ DONATED! BY UK' WERE! SECOND HAND» 
UKHC! CONFIRMS: THEY NEW BUT NEEDED. INSTALLATION OF 
CANOPY FRAMES* 


3« SHIP. TRANSPORT! ICRC: EXPECTS: SIGN: THREE *MONTH 
CONTRACT WITH: PROVISION FOR: FURTHER EXTENSION TO CHARTER 
620«TON VESSEL! BELNABE® SCANSHIP! ACTING: AS: THE 
CHARTERER#S: AGENT NOW PREPARING. PAPERS: AND: SHiIp: 
EXPECTED’ LAGOS’ EARLY SEPTEMBER’ ARRANGEMENTS: ALSO 

GOING: AHEAD: FOR: CHARTER! OF VESSEL! TO: TRANSPORT 22209 
TONS». MAINLY’ STOCKFISH» FROM FERNANDO. PO: BETWEEN: 

AUGUST 2@ AND 30% VESSEL! WILL! CALL! AT LAGOS: FOR: 

CUSTOMS: INSPECTION. (NO! CUSTOMS ‘ORGANIZATION: SET UP: . 
IN: CALABAR}s DISCHARGING: 588 TONS» AND: ‘DELIVER: REMAINING 
150@: TONS: TO: CALABAR’ 


4e AIR: TRANSPORT’ ICRC» WITH 0C=4. SCHEDULED: ARRIVE! TODAY» 
WILL! HAVE: TWO! DC #448" AVAILABLE: ‘ON: ‘CHARTER! FROM PAN: AFRICANo: . . 
ICRC’ EXPECTS: TWO: ADDITIONAL! DC2#4*S* SOON AIRCRAFT WILL! ; f 
CARRY: ICRC MARKINGS TO ASSURE: EXCLUSIVE: ICRC ‘USE: (WITH I. 


EXCEPTION’ CARRYING BACK WOUNDED:)e CESSNA 328 HAS ARRIVED: 
AND! SHOULD: BE: IN SERVICE! BEFORE: WEEKEND» REPAIRS ON: DAMAGED 


PAN: AFRICAN: DC#6: EXPECTED: BE: ‘COMPLETED BY END OF. MONTH: AND ‘WITH 


REINSTATEMENT. THIS’ AIRCRAFT» AIRLIFT» SITUATION: SHOULD: FURTHER: 
EASE’ 


S* WAREHOUSE’ SPACE! ADEQUATE STORAGE), FACILETIES. FORD, 200 cm 

RELIEF! SUPPLIES. CALABAR: ANDi ENUGU’ AVAILABLE: AND: ICRC: NOW 

NEGOTIATIONS FOR’ 10940 TONS’ STORAGE! SPACE! ON: APAPA DOCKS» 

WHICH! THEY. HOPE! OBTAIN! FREE: OF CHARGE* WE! HAVE! ASCERTAINED | 

AT- ICRC: REQUEST THAT: THIS: AMOUNT: OF: STORAGE. SPACE AVAILABLE: “AND: sUsGE 
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STED: APPROACH: TO CHAIRMAN» NIGERIAN 
PORTS: AUTHORITY» ANDREW WILSON. HITZ HAS’ MET WITH 
WILSON. BUT QUESTION NOT RPT NOT YET RESOLVED. 


6+ CALABAR OPERATIONS: ICRC: PLANS’ SEND 390 TONS: FoOp= 
STUFFS A WEEK TO CALABAR» DISTRIBUTION BY BARGE: To 
NWANIBA AND’ USE! TRANSIT SHEDS: AT’ UYO: ALREADY BEGUN’ 
ICRC: SAYS: PLANKING BEING LAID: BETWEEN. NWANIBA. DOCK: 

AND: PAVED ROAD TO ENABLE TRUCK’ LOADING AT DOCKSIDEe oF 
WEEKLY “38@- TONS» '15@ EXPECTED BE’ SENT BY’ BARGE: NWANIBA 
AND' 15@ TO BE’ DISTRIBUTED: VIA CALABAR=ORON: FERRY MINNA 
SCHUPP SCHEDULED: DEPART LAGOS TODAY’ AND: CARRYING: 796 
TONS: ICRC: SUPPLIES’ IN ADDITION TO THREE TRUCKS® CON® 
SIGNMENT CONSISTS OF 275° TONS: BULGAR’ WHEAT’ 190 TONS 
NON*FAT DRY MILK*s 25° TONS CLOTHES’ j@@: TONS: 

GARRI AND’ 2@@ TONS: LOCAL! BEANS« 


7+ ENUGU' OPERATIONS: SUFFICIENT SUPPLIES FOR: 

PRESENTs ACCORDING ICRC» NOW’ ON HAND! IN: ENUGU, WITH 

HAYDON»s ARCs REPORTING: SITUATION'-SATISFACTORYs 

BENDER, EXPERIENCED NIGERIAN HAND» SECUNDED: BY 

UTC: TO. ICRC» EXPECTED TO: BUY WITHIN THREE! WEEKS 

TIMES 14988 TONS LOCAL! FOODSTUFFYDKWOM BENUESPLATEAU 

AREA 5@@ TONS ICRC: FOODSTUFFS APPARENTLY 

CONSISTING OF: 306 TONS: BULGAR: AND! 20g: TONS NON+ 

GR' DRY MILK SHOULD HAVE ARRIVED BY TRAIN: IN OTURKPO 

FOR. TRUCK: DELIVERY TO .ENUGUe NIGERIAN 

RAILWAY’ HAS OFFERED: CARRY’ 500. TONS. RELIEF! SUPPLIES | 
PER: MONTH. FREE: OF: CHARGE e . 
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Was Signed, dated&dispatchea ' August 14, 1968 
.Girect from "y", 
ae 
toe August yf 1968 
Honorable James R. Grover, Jr. - 


House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 _. 


Dear Congressman Grover: aa : a) 4 5 ~ NN 


2 


' President Johngon has asked that I reply to your telegram of August 9 
regarding the situation in Nigeria. 


As the President stated on July 11, "the American people have watched 

with growing grief and horror the terrible losa of life and suffering in 
Nigeria." ‘The United States Government has contributed $5.3 million 

worth of food end money to Nigerian relief, including nearly 11,000 tons 
of food. More than one-third of this food is in the war area and the 

bulk of the rest will arrive before the end of September. We have pro- 
vided the International Committee of the Red Crosa (ICRC) with a reserve 
fund of $1 million to draw on in chartering airplanes and ships, purchasing 
or leasing vehicles, or otherwise financing the distribution of the relief 
supplies to the area of need. 


In addition to United States government aid, private voluntary organizations 
in America have donated more than &2 million from their own resources and 
European governments have given many millions of dollars worth of help. 


The United States Government and most other donors are agreed that the 
International Red Cross, with its reputation as an impartial and non- 
political body, ts in the best position to arrange and coordinate relief 
distribution to both Nigeriaiend Biefra. The ICRC has mounted a major 
relief effort with which we and many other governments are cooperating 
fully. The ICRC has go far been able to coordinate relief distribution 
in both Nigeria and Biafra without any implications which might cause 
either government to interfere with or teatrict the relief operations. 
The ICRC has received the etrong endorsement of UN Secretary U Thant and 
the Organization of African Unity in thie work. 


_ The central problem obstructing an adequate relief program has been poli- 
tical disagreement over the means of conveying the supplies into Biafra. 
Over the past few months. donors, including the International Red Cross, 
have brought a small amount of relief supplies directly into Biafra. 
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The International Committee of the Red Cross believes that an overland 
route into the affected area ig the only way to move the large tonnages 
o£ food required. by the population. In the past two weeks, it appears 
that the Nigerians and Biafrans have moved closer to an agreement on 
the problem of dietribution, but both sides are afraid that the relief 
operations may somehow affact the settlement of the war. Since outside 
assistance cannot be provided without the agreement of the authorities 
on the spot, and many lives might be lost if this authority were to be 


flouted, it is essential that @ mutually satisfactory agreement be reached 
soon, , 


Ababa, Ethiopia, under the chairmanship of Emperor Haile Selassie. The 
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help in the humanitarian task of providing and moving supplies to the 
people who need them 80 desperately, " 


In this connection, Secretary Rusk has sent a delegation to Geneva 
headed by Ambaasador C, Robert Moore, Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for African Affaire, for urgent consultations with the ICRC and 

other institutions concerned with relief. In Geneva, Ambassador Moore 
is exploring fully the current relief situation in Nigeria and seeking 
to determine what other assistance from the U.S. Government and American 
voluntary agencies might be usefully previded. to expedite the movement 
‘of relief supplies. ae ae fe. = 


We sincerely hope that the talks now going on at Addis Ababa will not 
only provide. a solution to the reliaf problem but will also bring about 
a peaceful Bettlement of thia tragic war. 


- We deeply regret: that you did hot receive an answer to the request to 
- the Department which you mentioned in your telegram; however, we have . | 

checked our records and can find no indication that it was ever received ae ; 
here. aoe one " . oe nt 2a om 


“Tf we can be of further aesistance, please let me know. 


ae “Sincerely yours, 


John P. White 
_. Acting Assistant Secretary, 
re for Congressional Relations ey 


: wtyped:H:JBrigge: ts 8/15 /68x4286 (Requested by telephone). a és i t 
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. Ower: the past. few months | donors, including ‘the International Red Cross, 


Honorable James R. Grover, Jr. . 
House of Representatives 
aes b. C, 20515 


Dear Congres ereree. : 


fhe-President han aakad neato. reply to your telegram of August 9 Separiing 
the situation to Nigeria. 


As. President Jeuuwon stated on July il, "the American seta have watched 
with growing grief and horror the terrible loss of life and suffering in 
Nigeria." The United States Government has contributed $5.3 million 
- worth of foed and money to Nigerian relief, including nearly 11,000 tons 
ef food. Moxe than one-third of this feod is in the war area and the 
bulk of the rest will arrive before the end of September. We have pro~ 
vided the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) with a reserve . 
fund of $1 million to draw on in chartering airplanes and ships, purchasing 


“any pe ICRC has received the strong: endorsement of UN. oo v Thant: end: ok SE 
: the Orgavization of African Unity ia this: work. © ae eee 


| 

or leasing vehicles, or otherwise einaacing the distribution of the relief — ro) 
supplies to the ares of need. a 
aH 

In addition to United. States government aid, private voluntary organizations. i 
in America have donated more than $2 million from their own resourees and — Y |! 
European governments have giver many Billions of dodiars worth of heip. ee) 
‘The United States Governnent and most other donors are agreed that the mae 
International Red Cress, with its reputation as an impartial and non-" ae oe 
political bedy, is in the best position to arrange and coordinate relief. | 
-aistribution te both Nigeria and Biafra. The ICRC has mounted a major — i 
xelief effort with which we aud many other governments ate cooperating = 898 GD | 
fully. .The ICRC has ao far been able to coordinate relief distribution Reco ae | 

in both Nigeria and Biafra without any implications whieh might cause a ee 

either goverment to interfere with or restrict the relief operations. == ane 


th | . 
The central. problem obstructing an adequate relief program has bean polt~ — 
' tical disagreement over the means of conveying the supplies inte Biafra. ~~ 
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“the. International Committee of the Red Cross believes that : an aver band. 
_ + route into the affected area is the only way .to-move the large tomages 
' of food required by the population. In the past two weeks; it appears 


that the Nigerians and Biafrans have moved closer to an agreement on. 


the problens of distribution, but both sides are afraid thst the relief 


operations may somehow affect the settlement of the war. Since outside 


‘assistance cannot be provided without. the agreement of the authorities 


on the spot, and many lives might be lost if this authority were to be 
flouted, it is Sener tiot fnet a mutually. ilu! agreenent be reached » 
soon. one 


On August 5, dadagict ons from both sides resumed negetiations in. Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, under the chairmanship of Emperor Hetle Selassie, The 
talks concern both the relief issue and the more general problem of end— 
ing the war. In a4 message to the Emperor on August 5, President Johnson 
called for a speedy selution te the relief impasse. He stated that “we 
in the United States remain ready to continue in every possible way to 
help: in the humsnitarien task of. providing and moving supplies to the 
pecete who need them so desperately. = 


In this connection, Secretary tusk has sent a delegation to Geneva 


headed by Ambassador C, Robert Moore, Deputy Aesistant Secretary of 


State for African Affairs, for urgent consultations with the ICRC and 
other institutions concerned with relief. In Geneva, Ambassador Moore 
is exploring fully the current relief situation ia Nigeria and seeking 
te determine what other assistance from the U.S. Government and American 
‘voluntary agencies might be usefully provided to expedste the movement 


-of relief. supplies. 


We sincerely hope that the talks now wie on at Addis Ababa will not 
only provide a solution to the relief problem but will also bring about 
a peaceful settlement of this: tragic war... 


We deeply regret that you did not receive an aiswer to the seqrest- to 
the Department which you mentioned in your telegran;. however, we have . 


| semeéeety checked our resend? and can find no indication that is was 


_ ever received here, dt 4, 
pte vant 1 Poa ~~ Lier 
¥ WE Mos han f Sincer ly yours, 


John P. White 
' Acting Assistant deseeaey 
’. for Congressional Relations 


“Requested by telephone. 
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" KINSHASA | 
uM LONDON 
u MONROVIA ay 
" NIAMEY Ay | 
zs YAOUNDE 
USMission GENEVA Oued 
USUN QA 
Subj: FMG Relief Qa 
1. Dept. has noted with interest FMG leaflet drop in rebel-held areas. \ 
In recent description of fighting around QTE Aba salient UNQTE Dept. has 
also noted report that number of refugees in FMG-held areas has now | 
increased to about half million. Dept. would be interested in any 
; % available details about way in which new refugees resulting from recent 
x F 
Zp. 
e, fighting and from leaflet drop will be cared for and fed. FMG ability to 
oe 
q > 


‘@ show some progress in relief efforts this area could increase credibility 
of FMG expressions of humanitarian « concern about war victims.. 
2. Dept. receiving constant inquiries by press and private citizens about 


reasons why relief not getting to needy on both sides in adequate amounts. 


wae 


Would be useful to have Embassy suggestions on facts and talking points | 
to be given inquirers on obstacles to increased relief efforts in FMG-held 


south-eastern state and prospects for progress this area. We have cited - 
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security problem in much fought over area, transportation difficulties 
with Oron ferry, shortage trucks and personnel. Amf&s Any fresh info 


“would be appreciated, 
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TO. SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8524- 
INFO: AMEMBASSY LAGOS! PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON: 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
USUN: NEW YORK: 2190: 


Baye 


CcOON'F. I DE NT IT A Li GENEVA. 4425) 
SUBUECT: NIGERIAN. RELIEF: ASSISTANCE 
REF GENEVA. 4422; 


FROM AMBASSADOR: MOORE: 


}e I SAW LINDT BRIEFLY: THIS: MORN'ING® HE: TOLD: ME} CONFIDENTIALLY 
THAT HE: HAD: RECEIVED! LAST. NIGHT NOTICE OFi BIAFRAN: ACCEPTANCE OF 
AIR: FIELD: AGREEMENT AND: THAT ICRC: IS’ ALREADY "TAKING: POSSESSION” 
OF: THE: FIELD. HE! HOPES: To: RECEIVE FMG: CONCURRENCE SHORTLY * 

INOW! LEARN THAT’ HE! HAS: POSTPONED: PRESS: CONFERENCE! UNTIL: 
AFTERNOON: AUGUST 15° AND’ I SUSPECT HE! HOPES: AT THAT. TIME: TO: 
ANNOUNCE! AGREEMENT’ BY BOTH! BIAFRA: AND! ‘FMGis 


2e DURING: OUR: MEETING: LINDT RELTERATED: HOPE: THAT US: EXPERT 
COULD: ‘COME: To’ GENEVa. IMMEDIATELY’ TO: GIVE! HIM QUICK! AD! HOC 
JUDGMENT ON FEASIBILITY OF! GETTING AIR: FIELD’ INTO: ‘OPERATING: 
CONDITION: AND! ON. WHAT WOULD: BE: REQUIRED! TO: GET ‘JOB DONE. 
EARLIEST» INi REPLY MY QUESTION, STATED: EXPERT. WOULD: NOT’ BE: 
EXPECTED. TO: HAVE: CONTINUITNG: OR FURTHER’ ROLE! ANDi PRESUMABLY: 
WOULD. ONLY BE! NEEDED: FOR’ A DAY OR! TWO* IT QUITE! EVIDENT: 
LINDT FEELS: IT IMPORTANT. TO: HAVE? AIR: FIELD: PROBLEM! WILL: i 
HAND: BEFORE. HE. RETURNS: TO. NIGERIA THIS WEEKEND! 
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le FOLLOWING ARE: TWO: LISTS: OF: CONTRIBUTIONS: TO! ICRC» IN CASH AND: 
: KIND! RESPECTIVELY» SUPPLIED! BY ICRC: GENEVAs CONTRIBUTIONS:. ARE: AS 
i OF AUGUST 12» 1968* CONTRIBUTIONS: BY COUNTRIES’ ARE! BY OR’ THROUGH 
i NATIONAL: RED CROSS: SOCIETIES EXCEPT AS. SPECIFIED! TO: BE' BY’ 
: GOVERNMENT « 
4 4 
‘ De CASH: (IN SWISS FRANCS% ABOUT 4e3 ©: $1} : 
: DONORS: (IN: ALPHATBETICAL' ORDER ANNOUNCED: ‘RECEIVED 
e IN THE: ORIGINAL! FRENCH) oe 
: SOUTH! AFRICA 42755. 4s 755: 
a 
Q GERMANY: (RED: CROSS) 640536 649536. | 
e ( GOVERNMENT ) 382825: 3849825: 
2 AUSTRALIA. 312756 31756. 
enor THe wa 88/8 
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BELGIUM, 160808 
CAMEROON 7 10989 1 +099 
AUSTRIA 430 GOD 430900 
i CANADA «(RED cROSS) - 5029871 19D069} 
) i GOVERNMENT | B41 2608 | 2412600 
: DENMARK {RED CROSS) 4go2ee 4Go2ee 
(GOVERNMENT } 570264 570264 
SPAIN [2544 bv544 
UNITED STATES {RED CROSS) 430000 _ 432600 
_ (GOVERNMENT ) 457300 200 105150909 
ETHIOPIA (RED CROSS) 630 1 Be. 630109 
{ GOVERNMENT) 1720590 1720590 
| FINLAND (RED CROSS) , 1630973 1630973 
( GOVERNMENT ) 1540999 1540999 
UNE TED’ KINGDOM: (1330310 1330319 
IRELAND: 1579198 157188 
ss i! 
ITALY: 193890800 
| JAPAN 430008: ce: 43> 008: 
LIBYA: 49B: 4OG 
LYBERIA ; . 1970999 1279899 
j : ; : 
| LIECHTENSTEIN 55002 : 50900 | 
LUXEMBOURG: (RED: CROSS} 4 2B © hp BOD 
| {GOVERNMENT} 62309 69388: 
| MONACO: 4g 3B4- 10724 
| NEW: ZEALAND 52353. “2 58353: | , 
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(GOVERNMENT } 8300000 3880988 
SWITZERLAND 1852090 1852002 
: SYRIA 12023 12923 
: TANZANIA 112948 119948 
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OXFAM! 4380008 
GOVERNMENT OF: GENEVa~ OL) 182900: 
UNION: INTs PROT DE L °ENFANCE: 872866 879866 
OTHERS’ 202200 200 BBB: 
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3* CONTRIBUTIONS: IN: KIND’ 
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GERMANY 26: TONS!:CANNED: BEEF! 702000 LAGOS ARRIVED 
25' TON TRUCKS» FOOD: 
; MEDICINES: (MEDICAL: vo 
| . ‘SUPPLIES:) 6755809 LAGOS: ANNOUNCED: i 
iz (HESSEN) 15: TONS: MEDICINES: 2145000 LAGOS’ ANNOUNCED: | 
AUSTRIA. 35° TONS: MILKi 439000 SI (SANTA. | 
t MULTIVITAMINES» _ TSABELN ‘ANNOUNCED: : f 
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if : : : a eeu 2, 
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4 14. TONS: CODFISH» 
: MEDICINES: 262906 “LAGOS © ARRIVED 
: UNITED STATES: 1152208. MULTI+ ae 
Z -VITAMIN’ CAPSULES: evees:. LAGOS ARRIVED 
é THIABENZOLE. veces LAGOS ARRIVED 
a -15@ KGe ANTIBIOTICS [90089 LAGOS .::ARRIVED 
a. MEDICINES. {2050@ LAGOS ARRIVED 
2 FYNLAND 200 FIRSTAID Kits b7046@ Si ARRIVED 
5 3 TONS MELK: 60100 SI ARRIVED 
E ‘200 FYRSTSAID: KATS. ~ 20,0@@ LAGOS - ARRIVED 
is 208 KGe MEDICINES: veese Sf ARRIVED 
é. 75: KGSo. MEDICINES: eeseea S$} ARRIVED 
3 580 KGe ANTIBIOTICS: eusee SY ARRIVED 
8 428 KGo MULYIVITAMINS coves. SY} ARRIVED 
a 73° TONS: MEAT EXTRACT» 
2 300 FIRST=AID KITS eevee. S$] ARRIVED 
a _ UNT TED: KINGDOM 380 KGo. MEDICINES: 52009 Sy ARRIVED 
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CONF IDENT I AL’ GENEVA 4449 

FROM. AMBASSADOR: MOORE 

SUBUs NIGERIA. RELIEF: ASSISTANCE 

fo LUNCHED TODAY WITH BRITISH. REPRESENTATIVE: LORD JOHN HUNT" 


WHO: ON’ SPECIAL: MISSION! HERE: SIMILAR: TO MINE* ACCOMPANIED: ‘BY 
BRIAN HODGSON’ OF BRITISH! RED''CROSS* FRANK: SIEVERTS: AND: ED: MARKS a 


AID/LONDONs ALSO PRESENT.» 


2 HUNT: HAD: JUST’ ATTENDED: MORNING: MEETING: AT WHICH: LINDT 7 

BRIEFED AND WAS. QUESTIONED’ BY RED:.CROSS: AND. OTHER’ VOLUNTARY. . 
AGENCY: REPRESENTATIVES» WHICH: COVERED. IN: ‘SEPTEL’ HUNT SAID HMG: 
IS: FRUSTRATED: AS’-HE: KNEW! WE: WERE’ BY OUR INABILITY TO BRING 

HUMAN: AND: MATERIAL! RESOURCES: TO: BEAR’ ON. IMMEDIATE: SOLUTION ‘OF f 
NIGERIA FOOD: RELIEF: PROBLEMe HE: THOUGHT IT’ ESSENTIAL! TO GIVE | 
LINDT: FULL: SUPPORT» THOUGH! REGRETTED: Oss: OF: TIME: IN GETTING = #, & i 
STARTEDe ff 


30 HUNT SAID’ HEI EXPECTS: GET LETTER: TONIGHT FROM: LINDT ‘SPECIFY]NG 
ITEMS:'HE' WISHES: UNDER UK! GIFT: OF! 2501029: ‘POUNDS: STERLING HE. 
ASSUMED: FERRY’ TO: BRING FOOD: TORE» OCCUPTED: AREAS’ NORTH! OF: ‘CALABAR! 
WOULD? BE’ INCLUDED! AND: BELIEVED! THAT BRITISH: FITRM. OF! ELDER: | i 
DEMPSTER IN: LAGOS. COULD! BUTLD: rT: RAPIDLY ® 
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4e HUNT SHARES USG VIEW ON: DESIRABILITY OF: LAND: CORRIDOR AS: 
BEST WAY TO: GET’ FOOD: IN: NECESSARY QUANTITIES TO: AREAS: OF: 
GREATEST NEED+ HE’ THINKS: THAT FOOD! SHOULD: BE STARTED’ ENROUTE TO: 
NIGERIA AT ONCE® EVEN THOUGH: ARRANGEMENTS. FOR: DISTRIBUTION NOT 
YET’ WORKED: OUT». HE ALSO: CONCERNED: ABOUT UNITED: NATIONS. ROLE: AND: 
THOUGHT IT LIKELY THAT ATTEMPT ‘WOULD: BE: MADE! TO! BRING: NIGERIAN’ 
CRISIS TO: UN- ATTENTION: IF! ADDIS: TALKS FAIL HE! SEEING: GUSSING: 
THIS: AFTERNOON. TO:-SOUND: HIM! OUT ON! WHETHER -H'IS. MISSION: MAY 
ENVISION: HUMANITARIAN ACTION: UNDER!:UN» AND! ON WHAT HE! THINKS’ 
UN: MIGHT BE: ABLE! TO: DO% 


RBLAS ASAE PSNR niet ret et eaten nA ONAN, 


Se HUNT ALSO: SEEING LINDT: LATE THIS: AFTERNOON. AND: PLANS: DISCUSS 
FOLLOWING POINTS: : 


A® ROLE FOR. UN IN CURRENT RELIEF: EFFORTS’ (HE: WILLi TIE’ THIS: TO 
QUESTION: ON. THIS: ISSUE! RAISED IN MORNING MEETING® } 


Be MORE POSITIVE ATTITUDE! ON ROLE VOLUNTARY AGENCIES3 


C LAND. CORRTDOR* 


6« HUNT RETURNING TO:.LONDON: THIS: EVENING» SO: T WILL! NOT HAVE 
OPPORTUNITY: TO: SEE. HIM! AGAIN: PRIOR: HIS DEPARTURE® HE: SAID''HE 
WOULD: BE’ GLAD! TO: COMMUNTCATE: OUTCOME OF! HTS: FURTHER! CONVERSAT{ONS: 
TO: US: IN: LONDON REQUEST EMBASSY’ LONDON SEE. HUNT» IF: POSSIBLE: 
TOMORROW, TO: LEARN RESULTS HIS” ‘FURTHER: CONVERSATIONSe TUBBY: 
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FROM: AMBASSADOR’ MOORE 
SUBJECT: NIGERIA RELIEF! ASSISTANCE! 


te WHILE’ LINDT AND: ICRC: HAVE! BEEN: SUBJECTED: TO HEAVY PRESSURES: 
TODAY IN SEPARATE! MEETINGS: WITH: NATIONAL: RED: CROSS: REPRESENTA. 
TIVES: AND: PRESS’ THERE: Is* FAIRLY’ WIDESPREAD: FEELING: THAT™ THEY" 
DO! RECOGNIZE! THE: NEED: FOR' URGENT’ AND! VIGOROUS: ACTION: ANDi ARE 
BEGINNING TO’ TAKE ITs THIS’ IS: THE! IMPRESSION: I HAVE! DERIVED: 
FROM! MY’ CONVERSATIONS WITH LABOUTSSE! (UNICEF ).. WINSPE ARE: 

GUICCIARDI (DIRECTOR: GENERAL: OF! UN! EUROPEAN: OFFICE)», LORD: HUN 
DR'e BLAKE: (WORLD: COUNCIL! OF; CHURCHES)» ANDi ‘JAMES: CHENARD! (CRS) « 
es 1S: BY NO:-MEANS:: CERTAIN: THAT ACTIONS: TAKEN: WILL PRODUCE: ALL 
OF: THE! DESIRED. RESULTS: BUT THERE! SEEMS: ‘TOl.BE! A: WILLINGNESS: ‘TO 
ACCEPT . THAT, ‘THEL EFFORT: Is: WORTH! THE: CHANCE! AND: THAT: NO OMORE. _ | 
ATTRACTIVE OR: PRACTICABLE: ALTERNATIVES: ARE! IMMEDIATELY AT'HAND* of 


oa: 


e-1T 1S: EVIDENT: THAT: LINDT 1S ‘COUNTING: HEAVILY ON) FMG*BT AFRAN 
ReneS: NEUTRALIZED’ AIR! FIELD’ UNDER] ICRC: PROTECTION: BUT “HE: IS: : | 
NOT: YET. FULLY INFORMED: ON! THE: TECHNICAL! PROBLEMS: INVOLVED: IN ft 
GETTING: IT INTO:.OPERATION: AND: THE: COMPLICATIONS: MAY BE! GREATER’ 
THAN: HE ENVISIONS* HOWEVER» ARRIVAL!OF EXPERT: (CANADIAN':OR, - 
AMERICAN! " TOHORRON' ‘SHOULD! PERMIT. MORE! ACCURATE! YUDGHENT: WITHIN: oe 
AVFEW! DAYSe : 
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.ORGANTZATTONALLY, - APPOINTMENT” OF! CHIEF? OF? STAFF .NEWHEAD 
FOR! LAGOS: OFFICES. “AGREEMENT i TO! SEM UP? WEEKLY* INFORMAT LON: 
MEETINGS: OFF VOLAGS? IN® GENEVA? WITH: OPPORTUNITY FOR THEM: TOL 
EXPRESS*: THETRE VIEWS? -AND!: ACCEPTANCE? BY* ICRC? BOARD? THAT” NON sSWTSS* 
STAFF! CANE BEF USED: (ALTHOUGH: TOP: STAFF! WIELi REMAEN® SWISS) . ARES 
ENCOURAGING? DEVELOPMENT S's. EVEN®: ‘MORES ‘SIGNIFICANT? Ise ICRC: PAVAN® 
FOR! MAYOR! ATRETET: ‘OF? 203 PLANES” ‘USING? EXISTING BILARRANY FTELD! 
(GENEVA. 4440). TPE LINDT AIRSTRIP* DOESNtT: MATERT ALI ZE: SOON! 
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SUBJ: Department Spokesman Statement - Nigeria 


Following are excerpts from questions and answers Department 


BsE Ice 2 | 


spokesman's press briefing August 13: 
from 

QTE: Q, Have you had any reports of any sort ximx/ the American 
representative who went to Geneva yesterday on the Biafran question? 

A, No. I haven't seen any so far, We would expect he'd be 
seeing various people and that we would be getting a report perhaps 
later in the day, 

Q. Are you continuing & to serve formal representations to 
the Nigerian Government, trying to push through an airlift? 


A. Through the ICRC we are hoping that some sort of an airlift 


on a more regular basis might be set up, but we don't think this will 


be enough to bring food to the people who need it in that area, 


We are also hoping that some sort of a land corridor might be set up, 


What are we doing besides hoping? 


Q. 
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[ A, Well, we're talking to various people, and this is one of ~ | 
the subjects that will be discussed in Geneva, 

Q. Who have you discussed this with? 

A, We've discussed this with the Nigerians, 

Q. How about the Biafrans? 

A. Well, through the ICRC; yes, 

Q. We have no direct contact with Biafra? 

A, We have no relations with Biafra, and I don't know of any 
contact we've had - not directly, 

Q. Wouldn't our people in Addis Ababa obviously talk to the 
Biafrans about that? 

A, TI don't know from what I've seen that they've had any acttal 
contact with the delegations there - with either delegation, 

Q. You're not excluding the possibility? 

A, No, I'm not; but I just haven't seen anything that would 
indicate we've had any direct contact with either delegation since 
the conference has started, 

Q. Have we had any contact somewhere else? 

A. As far as I know, not with the Biafrans, We're working 
through the ICRC and the volunteer agencies on this, 

Q. Well, why wouldn't we work through a government to the 
Biafrans? For instance, like ax you use a country not recognized, 


We use Australia and Cambodia, Why don't we use Tanzania, or whatever 
y > 


| countries are recognized by the Biafrans? _| 
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[ A, Well, I couldn't exclude that possibility. I said that we | 
don't have any direct contact that I know of £w with the Biafrans, 
Q. How recently have we talked to the Nigerians about these 
land corridors? 
A, Well, this is a continuing matter, I would think within 
the last few days. 
Q. Mr. Robert Goldstein, who described himself as a former 
moving-picture public-relations man from Los Angeles, and who claims 
to be representing Biafra here ever since February, has had a press 
conference this morning to resign his position, Among the various 
allegations he's made is that he's been xmg in close touch with the 
State Department -- officials of the African Bureau -- and he claims 
that largely through his intercessions and largely through his 
letters and his contacts with them that the United States Government 
has opened up on aid to Biafra, He's helped to get food together, 
relief supplies. Does the Department have any knowledge of Mr. Goldstein 


or what influence he may have had on their policy? 


A, I believe at one time or another Mr, Goldstein may have been 
into the Department or in contact with the Department, I don't know 
who specifically he may have talked to, but I don't know of any 


influence he's exercised in this matter, UNQTE 
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